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Methyl Orange in Acid-Base Equilibria and Ammonium-Azonium Tautomerism

by

Daisuke NOGUCHI*

Methyl Orange (MO), one of the water-soluble azo dyes, is well-known as pH indicator
extensively used in secondary schools and post-secondary education institutions of chemistry. Besides,
azo compounds are applied widely in imaging industries including the textile, paper, printing, and food
industries. In the present study, researches on the chemical structures of MO, the positions H* attaches in
MO appear to be unclear, are described historically, dealt with acid-base reaction, ammonium-azonium
tautomerism in acidic aqueous solutions by means of UV-Vis spectroscopy. Furthermore, problems in the
textbooks of analytical chemistry due to misunderstanding the difference between resonance theory and
tautomerism are pointed out for precise learning the structures of MO and its protonated species in an
agueous solution. X-ray crystal structures of MO are shown to support teaching students of chemistry too.

Key words: acid-base indicator, chromism, colorimetry, sulfonate dyes, UV-Vis spectroscopy.
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2. AFLFLUCDTVEZDLBET I ZHLE

AhE 80 FIE ERHTD 1940 FITRITEINZT A U H
{2438 Journal of Chemical Education (21,

TPHENOLPHTHALEIN and METHYL ORANGE ] & /&
SN OREHREINTEBY, YFEOALX D AT )L
FUL U DICHRT AEMBEFNNDS I ENTED. 1
\2 & % &, [Various authors are not in agreement on the
action of the common indicators. In discussing methyl
orange Willard and Furman (16) put the hydrogen on the

dimethyl nitrogen, while Kolthoff and Sandell (17) place it,

in the red form, on the azo group. — XA FE R D 1E
FIZOWTIE, SEIFRFEN LTV, A
FNF Lo TEmT D8, REMIZBWT,
Willard & Furman (16) 1ZKHFEEZ A F LT I ) HDOE
FJEF 12 & %, Kolthoff & Sandell (17) 127 Y D%
FHRT RICE< RE  CREF(16,17)IXTEEHICLY
WELE)] &HD. OFED, HEE, AFAF L
VEZ7a h AL LTEBRICAERKR T R AR oI
X, PAFAT I ER T e hoAkEnNTeT vE=Y
LA F v H*MO-(am) (Fig. 3) &, 7Y ENF 1 kv
LERNTT Y =7 LA 4> HMO (azl) (Fig. 4) @ 2
ONRHEEINTEY, FRELOMT, &6 50
MIZOWVWTOEAND B L TRl L5,

O
+ 7
(CH,),N ON

Fig. 3 AF NV ATV TVDT =T LAY
H*MO~(am).
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(CH,), N
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tautomerism
H\ + _
N—<:>%S%
/7
(CH,),N —@—N
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+ H*

-

H\ + i
N SO,
/7
(CH,),N —QN

Fig. 4 xXF N AL DTV =7 hA L HMO™
(azl).

A HOEMWMRBLENLIE, PAFAT I EITE
ST IUTHY, 2 ODAFLEB IO CE VR
IR DMEEEICELY 7a hofbahic< <, Mz T
COGARRFEFRICERE LEZT IV ETHLIED, T
L EOERFE T EOILAE TN G FRL S LA
HAEHLTHERET I ZEICEY, HEMITISLIC
TEDHZEDD, RORAF AL L UNRT VE=Y
AAF L ELTHEETDIZEEZHEV 20O T, &
EZONDEALH. ZOZ LI, TUrE=ZULAL Y
ELTHAET LI EBNEL W, L) BTtk <,
TUESU L T Y =y N HERMEDGF A O EE
BT, TVE=U AL FUMEV ST Y =0 A1
A AN R Mw > TV D, W) ZEEFERLTY
5. 7B, Fig.d D7 V=0 hAF 0%, Fig.2 DEIC
MRENTNWDEFX ) I, I =T A4 ORI T
LTV ZENIH BN (bFFEfa R T RAIZR -
THWT) RREENTWEBZLEMNETE. AF A4
LoVl 2 TCoitid%, Fig. 5105,

TG AF L EX ) VA I =T AL FITE
WCKEA A URT VRICHEAET 286, Wb A
NARENOERFEF LIS T 2L FHETERTL SN
TRY, PAFATI ) ERNGIMOT VIEERFT
TS LIz bR (Fig. 6) TIXERT S T An

+ H*

-H* 7
MO~

H\
* /N4®7803
(CHy),N =N

resonance

H*MO~(az2)

Fig. 5 2F LA Lo Vbt M) AL F VR L7-HARI AT AL L DT =4y (MO7), ATt
VT a AR REA F L RET VT AL T DAFAF LY HMO (@am) & 7 Y =7 A A F
H*MO~(azl)) ®AHZERM (Efr), BLOT7 Y =7 A HMO (azl)& ¥/ ¥4 2 =7 A H'MO (az2) & DI,


aa83986323
タイプライターテキスト
野口大介

aa83986323
タイプライターテキスト


¥, FOBEHEICHOVWTIE, fETHRETS.

P B
+ /7
(CHs)zNON\\ .,
H
H*MO—(azl")
Fig. 6 PAFAT I HBAOT VIEOERFF LT
Tu MNURFEE LT Y =0 A A A H'MO (azl) .

Z D% O 1973 FITaTI S Izim s ¥k, Tt is
concluded that existing evidence does not allow an
unequivocal assignment of the sites of protonation of these
and related molecules. BEAFDFELCTIXZ B Doy 1%
BET 201 GRIE: ATF AL VB I OEOERK
Ko L] OF v b A EZPHEICEID 4 TLH 2 L
FTERVWERROT L) LHY, HEREWVH
W, AFALA VLU TEBEICL TR b b E

WO EZMEET DITITEL RS T RER MDD,

3. 7UEZVL-TIYZIOLELZRYE (HMEAWEE

Wiz, 7R/ REHFIH7/aficBIs7 vE=
T T Y =y A EZERMIZEET MR S - 2%
A U7z A © SCHR (Nero et al. 2005) 1%, [The
interested reader can find an extensive discussion of the
microscopic equilibriums between the different MO
structures in Ref. 19. 57225 MO #3& f] O B4R 1) i 12
DWVWTIE, LRI ICFELWEERH Y, ko H 55
FHIERSFHZenTE L)L LTIM Y (Tawarah &
Abu-Shamleh 1991) % #A/r L T2 ). LUIF, SCHK 9
ONEZFBL TN 5.

AFNF LD EATF LA —DRIANT v
5, 25°COT N U, BeiEds K OVRERNE O K
THlEE N (PR, AFLA e —|Z200TORARIT
BEWT D), AFNLF L IOF/NEE 1.857x10° mol
dm=3 @ UV-Vis WX A X7 R VAR E L7z (Table 1).
pH & FIF T &, 7Y =0 A RERMEER (T =0
LA A Y HMO (azl) ¥/ P A I =0 b4
H*MO™(az2) D LI EAR), X TT v E=U AHZE
HYER H'MO ™ (am)iZ k3 2 WU > B 2DEIHI S
N, ZokE, FWINRIE 2 S8l Sz, 470 nm
DOEWIL AL MO~ & H*MO~(az) D F. 72T o R i H
BrA2FLTEY, 344 nm ORI ST HMO (az) &
H*MO™(am) @ E 28 AR A (Z D & & O ER &
Kibd2%) ZRLTVDHHDEEZ LN TND.
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Table 1 A F A L v UKERDOWIARK (nm) 19,
*H*'MO (az)D 5 b, a-ZEHFH D71 k1 1bik (Fig. 6 i
RENTWALFFE H'MO (azl')) 1%, SCHR 29245
EMPEINTND.

absorption maxima / nm Ref

466 19)
MO~ 463 24)

462 25)
H*MO"

508 19)*
(az)
H*MO"

316 19)
(am)

AFNF U DRERDRIA R b ViX, SEEEH
0.032-0.46 mol dm- D FEEH Tid, MR E 128 L TE1L
L2l o 7228, HEFR IR FE 3 0.46 mol dm3 LA Eic7e b &,
TV =T NA T ATHKT DI N R O5REE D HE K
THEELEHIZ, TUyE=U LA FATHRKT DRI
¥ ROBETIA L. Table2 2, AF AL Pm
WK IRRICB T D Kz~

Table 2 A F L F Lo OERBFIZBIT S KL .
[HCI] / mol dm?  Kq = [H*MO~(az)]/[H*MO~(am)]

0.46 3.75
1.03 4.03
2.25 4.94
5.75 13.3

INZ T, WRERKYEIR (F)85%) I CTDAF LA L
T UV-Vis WINA 7 MAVBIEBIThz., ok
X, 2 DOHEERMEORIL N RORE LR L,
#9410 nm IZH 72 72Ny RVl 27z, ZauiE, MO-
nYTm bALERTALFRE, HLWIE3ISOHOT R
Fr B3-S0z ICHEA LTI 7u huvfbanifb®
izl bolHREnTND (Fig. 7).

Bl&f&, 7 hT7un A X CCliT XD ER
MMrbhil., £/ 7 b AbSNTe AT VALV
CCla Tl &N ahotz. ZoZ Lix® /) Fu b
fbENTEATFAA LV DITIEA T M F TR <K
AT THDLZEEZRBLTNDONE LIV,

BRI, Tawarah & Abu-Shamleh (1991)(Z & % 4 pH
BT DATF AL PKREEKRD UV-Vis WL A7
N VRIGE D> BT T E R DB % Table 312, H o
FCEALEEOBEFRE Fig. 8 I2F & iz 19,
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4. HHILLORBEOTRICE T ZMBELDERS
,,_<:j>_' LD EREOICIE, =2 TR T X 75
@WUT_<:3*‘ FNEICHIL L Tl & LAvE 2 57z v R ]
RIERT, AF AL a b AbEDbFREE
AHBAL VA LORKRING. = 2Tl Aﬁm
S

2T 5.
;H
// 4®7 1 SHIE, YAFATI HKIZT = I\‘/ﬂﬁbfcfb@
CH3)2

I$EMO—

ErvEITe bbb 0%, HGERT To) T
D7RWER (Fig. 9) % 8k L 728 & [Principles and
Practice of Analytical Chemistryl] ) CH 5. Z OHED
FALFRITAVICAZRER L LTEFEET 2D TH -
THBRERAETIE W), Kt LTAEYTH .

2 OHIX, AFAALUTOTVER TR AL S
N7y =0 b, F BB aobFiE, £ L TRED

(H"),MOH
Fig. 7T Wil Ty 7u b fbE&nAF LA L Y
(B) ErV e brgbEanizArFrtr ey (OF).

Table 3 A F /A L v P OBARN « FAR M BRAREEE 5.

K/ mol dm?3 Ref. X)L IO AL FUNT S = A b3
Ki 2.6x10° i O RIE % # T T2 THITNTZ b O TH S (Fig. 10).
K2 9.6x10° 19) g &SI, RO VWL ORI SN RETH D.
Ks 2.0x10°3

Ka 5.4x10 it
Ka1 1.22x108 24) _SOSON:N@ N(CH,),

Kaz 3.37:0.01 19)

T, MR IRREEES K, Ko, Ks, Kald, A I
EREER KB X OERN BN TH K, Ko k&,

UToOXTEEMTLZ &N TE S 9. H +
Ki= Kal/(| + Kt) _8034©7N_N:®: N(CH3)2

K2 = Ka1 x Ki/(1 + K
2= K x KL+ ) Fig. 9 AFAALL DT E kAL S Wi L2FE (B

Ks = Kaz(l + Ky)
A > S IR K B
Ka = Kar(1 + K)/Ke jgiij%(hOT) MR A L FRLTLES

W //N@SO
(CH,N N

K, H*MO—(am) K,
K,

et o O R
MO-—

(H"),MO- H*MO—(az1)

X L
o N;QN;N@SOS

H*MO—(az2)

Fig. 8 MBMEAKBFIRICB T DA F AL T OMAR - BN EEE L VR X OVA 2 Btk o Bk,
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_ H*
(CHS)ZN@N:N@ so,
OH-

pH = 4.4 (yellow)

H
|

— (CH3)2N4©7N:N4©7 so,
+

pH = 4.3 - 3.3 (orange)

+
— (CHs)zN@:N—NHQSO

pH = 3.1 (red)
Fig. 10 2xF1vA Lo Yo7 m b gL
(FEBR AR DR RAEE) & (FEoT) AEREMED

FHRETH LD EIITRELTLESTH D 2,

iz, SO % BT 5 12Dt b 7
FTANZED, ATFAFLUPBIONAT VL v KOG
BERTZ O UV-Vis BN ALY MW B a—F Cif

HINTZboo, BRI A ZE S TIn 7w 30,

L%, IVHMEFOFEEREM L LTATFAF L UR
o7 e hAIEDILFEGEE T Ea—F TU
2 b— T HREDEE, REIRLT, TUyE=Y
LT Y=y ANEERMEE ST, MGRREEREO

FEELEZETDHZLERARDOENDLDTIIRWES S ).

5. AFIALUCEFDOTOFUILIADIERIEE

B G O X Bfs s s it 7 — 2 2R+ 5 =
LIE, FOMEHEGEE AR LRENICEE TS 2 L
N ALH T%éﬁfﬁﬁf%éa%%%btﬂmﬁm%
DFBEHEOMEEER D=0, HEINTHDH AT
¢V/y¢%®ﬁﬁ¢k£07fﬁmfukyﬁﬁm
LT Y =0 bt 4 OfEatEEE2RT. MO XA F
VA L Y (p'-(CH3)2N-CeHa-N=N-p-CsHa-SOsNa) %,
MO IZAF LA L VBT MU T AA 4 Natk
W T % B x4 A4 v ( p'-(CH3)2N-CsHa-N=N-
p-CsH4a-SO37) %, DX X 1,4-VA XV v 2T NThE
4 (Table 4). Fig. 1112, 7> 7 U v It ST —
Xty H#— (CCDC) WOy 7T T U —THRL
72 MO-4H,03) & H*MO30) D il &7~ L 7=

Table 4 MO JHEB MRS Mt & Db L OSUK.
chemical formulae of MO derivatives Ref.
MO-H20-C2Hs0OH 33)
a-Cyclodextrin-0.5M0-9.75H20
a-Cyclodextrin-0.5K*MO~-9.75H20

34)

90

MO-4H20

MO-0.5CH30H %)
C(NH2)s*"MO"

C(NH2)2(NHCH3)*MO™-CH3OH %)
C(NH2)2(NHC2Hs)*MO~

C(NH2)2N(CH3s)2*MO~

[MOsDXa]n 37)
Mn(H20)62*(MO")2 38)
Ni(H20)62*(MO™)2 39)
Mg(H20)62*(MO")2 40)

p'-(CHz)2N-CeHa-N=N*H-p-CsHs-SOz~ 36)

Fig. 11 4%
fm B
AL D
AVARZNE 3T
(KERIL, BEaMNKE, KENDKRFE, TONEHR, K
BREEFR, KON T MY U A, HEANKEEZRT) T
EiZ MO-4H203%9, TIIRMHEA 414k L7z H'MO™ 36).

J

6. #E

AF N L VR EEEEKER T CREEZRTED
LG, BEN RS LT BRE X, 7
ERXT o b ENTT V=T AL A OHRPIREN
TWb. 28, BEKBKRFTIX, AFLELrvo
CAFNANTIVERT e hALENTET U E=T AL
F v OB THEP R EERETHD [T rE=D
LTV =y NEERM] BRI, FERAEWME L
THEELTWA Z &, UV-Vis I 227 R LREIES
ESSHgEICX Y, LN THDE. B, TY=U A
A F T BRI T AR ED — D> Th o T,
H)—ODOWBHEETHDIX ) VA I =T A
L OMT, CEfETIEAe <) AL U7 IR A
LLTHETD EEZLND, ZTNHDOZ LI, FIF
FENRATF VAL YPOT 0 R ARG RS
LAR—=FLEI ELEGAIL, EbALKHISNTE
e nx, BRELob Lickhd 255, LoLaen
5, W bFOHREDOFIZE, BEE A Uy
KREOLONRHD. TDOED, {LEOREE L, AF
NA VOB T HE L LERT 501X, NE
WWISLT, 2NHLOEFREMBEL TBIRETHS .
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HEE - R RFERZEE TAMER O HIFESLESA LY

BRURTHELZBETENEZ LITEHH L BT 5.

ff 8%

1. 7Y&E (N=N-) FOEXREREFOTO 2k
ZOONRUEVRICENENRE R HEHRIL (X, Y)
EETDHT VRNV OBEERHE S 9. X0
B G EOGA, HBEERIT Fig.SLOX S ICRE
n, £HTRVWBAICKRT, 7Y EFD 2 0EH
FADH5H, X LXMDY 23 EH# L7257 ELx
MR DGR EROFENELD EHHASTWD.
AFNF LD THE, VAFAT I ERE LR
THhHAHED, TVEOTa M AMLIZAVERENEES L

MO B UBISHEAE L TWHERRF ETELS.

1

Fig. S1 —@#ar vy X ¥ oo,

O. AFILALDD syn-anti FLEHEE

TR REDOFHERO IR (Fig. S2) 1,
IHETIE, BIZIEEREYS MR LEEF) &gk
WC, ZOIEAMFIEICKE D TRA ST 72 40 - %),
AFNA LT HEOFIZTRNT, JERELIZBET 5
HERHFEZINTWDS O, =721, 7 {bam T,
syn RIZLESFRIBET T TRV & FEFE LT, anti (K23 F
B HRITH B 5.

UV light
(365 nm)
N=N -—_— N=N
visible rays
or heat
anti syn

Fig. S2 7R ¥ oy RyEL.

M. p-7xZ)7YV 71/ —IILDiEREE
TYNRB ISR TR VIERIC LY T OAL
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BNT 4 Ad—F—F D52 LN TG 859, 7
BALZICB W THRIENRD T AW & L TIREN 2 p-
T 2= VTV T e =L 0.8 W 2ol
TYEBLOE RuX U EOMNBEILT 4 A4 —F—0
RN 2t RiEs (Fig. S3) @I Tng 0. 1
RPN, TAAFT—F =R\ p-7=2=)LT V7=
J =L OREREEL, SV AT AL B-v T a TR A b
VoaBgbam e LTHEINTND . F ¢ A4 —
=L B™HRZH Lo 7 LB Ok miEE &1
HEOT, AFNAF LYV THET 4 AL —F =L T2
WG E DRSS S TR Y, TORT, 97
ERT M EWONEIEEFE T 5 ETHERIEASD.

Fig. S3p-7 == A7V 7= ) —AfERmP o5y 1.
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