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Abstract

The present paper discusses and analyses the productivity of a family of resultative

constructions in English. This paper also discusses some effective ways of teaching English

expressions, using the ideas developed in lexical semantics in reference to verb semantics.

The focus is placed on a lexical semantics, and semantic conflation mechanism. Through

discussion, it will be shown that teaching English expressions with special reference to the

ideas in lexical semantics, especially event structures, can shed new lights on teaching

English expressions.
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(1) a. We walked the food off (with a shopping tour)
b. I walked my legs off.

(2) a. I shook him awake.
b. The dog barked the children awake.
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(3) *I walked my legs.
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(5) a. *They danced tired.
b. *They danced themselves.

(6) a. *The dog barked awake.
b. *The dog barked the children.
EIL #W(2001: 169))
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(7) a. I sobbed [to God].

b. I sobbed [my heart and soul out] [to God].

(DIZRBIT DT LEEOPARICBE L 1L, EET
REBDBNW OGFEET D, KT —oDIE, G6F
MEDLITRMERAM L, BFEAOERN &0
JEEAL DO EMRICHEELE I L TV D EBfEL TV
LMEVI R THD, BETHIX, BlboFKks
20D BAFMNIED L D RFEEO L DMNEND
L& ThD,

(8) a. They danced themselves exhausted.
b. She danced him exhausted.
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(9) a. John talked himself blue in the face.
b. %John talked her blue in the face.
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(10) a. She danced ten partners out of breath.
b. Mary ran the soles off her shoes
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(11) blue in the face, sore, lame, horse, awake

speechless, breathless, sore
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(12) a. I talked my head / tongue off.
b. He worked his ass off.
c. He sang his heart out.

d. I read my eyes out.
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(13) I talked my tongue sore and my throat hoarse.
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(14) a. Gruening talked him out of leaving Alaska for
Berkeley.
(www.iser.uaa.alaska.edu/iser50/adn-2010.pdf)

b. Vikes talked him out of retirement...

(sci.rutgers.edu)
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(15) John Kelley wrote in his preface to General
Topology that he was talked out of using a title in
parody of a series of her essays...

(robotics.caltech.edu/~mason/packets/far-risbo.tx)
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(16)
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(17) a. They laughed the poor guy out of the room.
b. Frank sneezed the tissue off the table.
(Goldberg (1995: 152))
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(18) a. ?7?The audience smiled the poor guy off the
stage.
b. ??Frank belched the napkin off the table.
(Boas (2003: 111)
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(19) a. A sudden breeze blew the smoke into the house.
b. The wind blew the clouds away.

c. She ran Tom off the street.
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(20)
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on, off, into, out of, away
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(21) a. We talked the night away.
b. We danced the afternoon away.

c. I slept the morning away.

Time-away #3CIZi%, HENEDERI, 2o
FIRITFFE DR 2 /- 3R EL, FEFBRED 2 0£ 9
KENBINEND, FFHEAEY 25 ORBETH D
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(22) ?7?2John danced the time away.
(Nishihara 2010:191))

(23) a. *It took a month for Louis and Clark to finally
get to dance away.
b. It took a month for Louis and Clark to finally
get to dance two blissful hours away.
(Croft and Cruse (2004: 246))
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fbDBEH 2T 5, ZHODREARTHIE LT
QYRS EZEIT 5,

(24) a. *We talked away.
b. *We talked the night.

(25) In the course of the summer, many happy
evenings were drunk away by the students before

they finally realized that there was serious work
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Y OFIRDBFIRETH D, FlRER @ OfFIR %
Q7 & LTEIT %,

(26) Bill gambled his life away.

(27) a. Bill has spent his whole life gambling.
b. Bill has bet his wife and lost (he ends up
perhaps submitting to slavery or Kkilling

himself).
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BOBIZE L TELET D,

(29) a. Sam allowed Bob out of the room.
b. Sam let Bill into the room.
(Goldberg (1995 161))
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(30) a. Harry locked Joe into the bathroom.

b. Sam barricaded him out of the room.

(31) a. Sam helped him into the car.
b. Sam assisted her out of the room.
c. Sam guided him through the terrain.
d. Sam showed him into the living room.

e. Sam walked him to the car.
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INITIATE 2 RET 5, ZOREE S & 1T(16) %12
LA A—=VHBGIC 2D, TP EHIL,
C#EBREL, IGHTHZ L TRENZDITTZ
EWTE D,

(32)

<A77 >INITIATE< 24 >— <& FiRne >
A becomes B (PP)

(resultative state)
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4. KERFAFE~DIGHA

4 #iCIL, 3 EiE TOMPMEL, L OMTAEH %
AT L BMEECDOEEMEIZEH L RGERBE
WOED FITHOWNWTELET 5,

BRI IR R HSE TR, Ny T X T e
BEZAIV T ERROLNDH, T 2T
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T, ZORMLT v F T AL, EEDERL
EOF RIS EE L TWDH T TR, F
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FRAH L TR & 720,

ST, THEEERT A A—VRIOF O <>
- <HERRE>ZRITHDIZEBL, AIXZB T
D EWVIEMR, AN B &V D RKEHIRE FREE &
WO BARE T HIEEN GO D MET D &
A=B (& ARFESIRIE) Z2EI L2 LT D,
2D A=B &£\ ) KU R DOFFERBUCE /LD
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Bz X, KBPETCWDRUUZH D5E. IR
(32) DEHIHEELTHZ EPFESNTND,

(32) Daddy sleeping.
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(33) the hangover off

the food off

the napkin off (the table)

the morning away

myself/the boy awake

himself blue in the face

my tongue sore

the man into / out of the room

TR LT RREEEZ 726 L2174 % SV
D THAIEDLDONRROFFET = A X2 5b,

(34) the hangover off
the food off
1745 the napkin off (the table)
(S+V) the morning away
myself/the boy  awake
himself blue in the face

my tongue sore
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(35) 174
(S+V)
(Sleep) the hangover off.
(Walk) the food off.
(I sneezed) the napkin off (the table).
(I knitted)  the morning away.
(I shook)  myself/the boy awake.
(Italked)  himself blue in the face.

(33)(34) T/ L 7= BPERIFE S 208 L €, R F 1A
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(36) a. *He opened the old man into the room.

b. %I convinced him into the Golden BBQ
Chinese Restaurant by reading to him the
review from our Lonely Planet guide...
(www.Travelblog.org/Oceania/Australlia/Wes
tern.../blog-500337.html)
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&% L. Google News Archive (21X, JEBIFIET
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JGHTE S Z LISz, A=B LW\ ) BfRE2E
Tede30IT, PR - MBI ORFETFE 2 B
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[ CXDOMAN T TRNZ ERD2 D,
(37) the door open
me awake
me sleepy
the boy swimming
(38) 774  the door open
(S+V) me awake
me sleepy
the boy swimming
(39) 174
(S+V)
(Leave) the door  open.
(Strong coffee keeps) me awake.
(The story made) me sleepy.
(I saw) the boy swimming.
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WZIZ, A=B WO BRE LB X H T ENTE
RWKZEAICET I E Y — Fa3F-n, B
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