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Questionnaire survey to local governments on discontinuation of
ISO 14001 registration

Ikkou MARUTANI, Shunsuke TORII, Hideo MINO and Osamu NAKAMURA

Abstract

ISO 14001 was issued in 1996 and local governments, schools and other various institutions as well as
enterprises have attained international standards of certifications of ISO 14001. However, in Japan, local
governments have increasingly discontinued ISO 14001 registration.

In this study, we surveyed all local governments that have discontinued ISO 14001 registration.

The results of the survey revealed the following reasons for discontinuing ISO 14001 registration: (1) Cost of
assessment is high, (2) ISO 14001 registration requires more time and trouble than other Environment
Management Systems (EMS), and (3) There is no benefit from the assessment of ISO 14001.

After discontinuing ISO 14001 registration, the local governments are either: (1) using ISO14001 on their
own self declaration, (2) using another EMS, or (3) using their own EMS.
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