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Summary" On the Text and Illustrations of ° Tanabata’ a Medieval Tale"

Takashi Katsumata (Faculty of Education, Nagasaki University)

There are two styles of the story "Tanabata" a Medieval Tale .One is the type
in which the youngest daughter of a rich person marries a young handsome
man who emerges from a snake. The other is the type in which the younger
daughter of a noble person marries a young handsome man who comes from
Heaven. The hero of both is called 'Amewakamiko’. It is clear that these two
types are closely connected. I would like to discuss the former version,
which is about the origin of the legend of Tanabata. It is constructed from
several motifs: a marriage between human beings and a snake; the legend of
Amewakamiko; taboo and violence; the visit to Heaven; propounding tough
questions to the youngest daughter, and so on. The text of this type has two
styles. One is called "Ema,i-kei ". This type is a simple foik tale, expressed
as a short story, but with beautiful illustrations. The other type is called "
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Sassi-kei". This has a long complex story and simple illustrations. On first
impression, it is natural to consider that Emaki-keiis older than Sassi-kei,
because the illustraiions of Emaki-kei are beautiful and detailed. Therefore
many researchers have judged that Sassi-kei evolved from Emaki-kei.
However, I conclude that this is an erroneous judgment. Saasi-kei has a long
and minute text, and contains episodes which are lost in Emaki-kei. For
example, in the scene in which a washerwoman receives a letter from a
snake, the illustration in Emaki-kei shows the figure of a lady between
the washerwoman and the rich person. However, there is no allusion to such
a mediating lady in the text of Emaki-kei. Furthermore, the text of Sassi-kei
has a phrase describing a mediating lady, but it has no figure of such a lady
in the illustration. There are many similar examples. I consider that
Emaki-kei is not the original form. I would like to conjecture that there was
an older form which consisted of minute illustrations and detailed text. Soon
the original form separated into two styles. One is the old type of
Emaki-kei, and the other is the old type of Sassi-kei. Both changed
separately and originally. Emaki-kei could have long-sized illustrations
owing to its special quality, so that it has minute illustrations similar to the
original form. Furthermore, Emaki-kei does not need detailed text, because
the illustrations, rather than the text, explain the scene. Meanwhile,
Sassi-kei could not have a long-sized illustrations owing to the limitations
imposed by the width of the book, therefore it omitted the figures of people
and numbers of things and so on from the original illustrations. On the
other hand, Sassi-kei did not need to cut textual details, therefore it has
maintained a detailed text. In conciusion it only remains to be said that
there are many rare and excellent books of Japanese Medieval Tales in
Europe, therefore I believe we should maintain and use them practically and

cooperatively as the property of all mankind.
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