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A PETITION
December 10, 1946

Your Excellency General MacArthur

Nagasaki Medical University
President Kohei Koyano
Director of Student Activities

Kanetomo Matsushita

A petition concerning the reconstruction

of the Nagasaki Medical University

Dear Sir :

In 1856, Pompe van Meerdervoort came to Nagasaki. In 1860, he organized a Health
Center in Nagasaki. Pompe became the teacher at the Nagasaki Health Center, and
seven students including Tosei Itd and Naonaka Sato pursued the study of Western
Medical Science.

In 1860, Ry6jun Matsumoto founded a hospital in Nagasaki which was known as
Seitokukan. In 1868, the name Nagasaki Seitokukan was changed to Nagasaki Medical
School. On the other hand, in February 1869, a Medical Center was founded in Tokyo
known as the shohei Medical School that operated in the capacity of a University. In
December of the same year, it was changed to Tokyo Medical University.

In 1871, the Minister of Education, Sensai Nagayo, accompanied Ambassador Iwaku-
ra to Europe and America to investigate the Western Medical System. Naotsune Sakai
took over as head of the Nagasaki Medical School in place of Sensai Nagayo.

In 1895, Shibasaburd Kitazato was appointed Professor Emeritus of the University
of Berlin. _

After many changes, in 1927, the school was renamed the Nagasaki Medical Univer-
sity where many students from all over the country came together and studied medicine.
However, on August 9, 1945, Nagasaki Medical University, being at the center of the
atomic bomb explosion, was completely burned to the ground. All of the buildings

collapsed, and over 1000 people including professors, students, nurses and patients were
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killed in an instant. Moreover, a countless number of people though alive suffer from
serious wounds.

The Nagasaki Medical University was destroyed completely with no hope of recov-
ering from its present condition as the Ministry of Education is said to have decided
that the restoration of the Nagasaki Medical University is impossible. However,
we believe that the Medical University has a grave duty and is essential for the treat-
ment and help of patients affected by the atomic bomb. We desire your assistance in
the continuity of the Nagasaki Medical University as the center of medical treatment
in the future. The university has a great duty to contribute to the medical treatment
and welfare of the people of Nagasaki.

Therefore, we invite you to consider the great importance of the mission of the uni-
versity and we humbly ask for your permission and assistance in the restoration of the
Nagasaki Medical University.

Very truly yours,
B : O DBREE I PARTESORIARHBIRAS 19844F K 1T BB IR 1B TN FIRATTIS MBI BIEIZ D ST SN b DT,
GHQEREBWNEI I, EOLSICRBEINLONMIEDEIBIE>ED LEVWESTY,
(RIBERFRIBR7 X 0 FUREBL0EEHES X D)
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THE SUMMARY RECORD OF THE ORIGIN AND
DEVELOPMENT OF THE NAGASAKI MEDICAL UNIVERSITY
AND
DAMAGES AND CASUALITIES CAUSED
BY THE ATOMIC-BOMB ON AUGUST

9. 1945.

The Summary Record of the Origin and
Development of the Nagasaki Medical University.

The Nagasaki Medical University is one of the government institutions established
under Imperial Ordinance No. 93 dated March, 30, 1923 (the 12th year of Taisho) and
opened on April 1, the same year re-organizing the former Nagasaki Medical College

(Nagasaki Igaku Senmon Gakko).

The name of the Medical Department of the Fifth High School (st Kumamoto) was
changed to the Nagasaki Medical College in accordance with Imperial Ordinance No. 24
and Education Ministry Ordinance No. 18 both dated April 1901 (the 34th year of Meiji).

Therefore, in order to describe the history of this University, we ought to tell the ori-
gin of the Nagasaki Medical School (Nagasaki Igakko) which was the precursor of the
Nagasaki Medical College and had the close relation with the origin of this college.

The Nagasaki Medical School was originated on Nov. 12, 1857 (the 4th year of of An-
sei), whom Pompe Van Meerdervoolt, Dutch surgeon, began his lectures of Medical Sci-
ence in Dutch to Ryojun MATSUMOTO, medical students at the Medical Institute(Igaku-

denshusho), one of the Shogunate schools at Omura-machi, Nagasaki-Shi.

This was the first medical shool in Japan and accordingly is regarded as of great

importance in the modern history of Japanese Civilization.

Brief History of the Nagasaki
Medical University

Since the opening of Nagasaki Port to foreigners to trade with Japanese in 1571 (the
2nd year of Genki), the western medical art had been introduced into Nagasaki by Por-
tugiese and had been flourished in Japan during Keicho era (1596 — 1615).
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This was what is called “NANBAN” Medical art (Western medical art came from

southern foreign countries).

In Nagasaki there were a Charity hospital called “Misericoria” in the vicinity of Ten-
man Shrine on the top of Moto-hakata-machi slope and a poor house managed by the
Christian Orders : in the former, lepers were mainly admitted and in the latter, the poor
and the needy were given medicines and medical treatment. Both were the first hospitals

in Japan where the western medical art had been operated.
In 1614 (the 19th year of Keicho) the installations were abolished temporarily.

Prior to this Portuguise were prohibited their visit to Japan in the Tensho era (1573
—1786) and Hollanders were only admitted to engage in trade with Japanese at Dutch
Mansion, Dejima, Nagasaki in 1641 (the 18th year of Kwanei).

One Dutch medical official, as the personnel of the Dutch East Indian Trading Com-
pany, used to come to Japan in turn and taught the medical art what was called “ko-
mo” school medical art (“Komo” means “red hair” which western people have on their
head and body. So “Ko-mo” school medical art means “the western medical art”) to
Japanese interpretors.

According to the document, when Bronkhorst, Dutch minister to Japan, went up to
Edo (Tokyo was called so about 80 years age) to do homage formally to the Shogun in
November, 1949 (the 2nd year of Keian). he accompanied Casper Schambergen, Medical
official, with him.

On this occasion, four Japanese students were admitted to visit Dutch mansion at
Dejima for the first time learn Dutch medical art on and after November 7, 1649 (the 2

nd year of Keian) (Francor Valentine’s diary at Dejima).

Since then distinguished and learned Dutch physicians came to Japan one after an-
other. Above all, William Ten Rhyne in 1673 (the st year of Empo).
Kaempfer in 1690(3rd year of Genroku and Carolus Petrus Thunberg in 1775(the 4th year
of Anei) arrived at Japan and they introduced the most progressed and the newest med-

ical art that Europe hava ever had at that time into Japan.

Chinzan NARABAYASHI, Hoan ARASHIYAMA, Shotaku SEO, Junan NAKA-
GAWA, Kogyu YOSHIO, Genpaku SUGITA, Rankwa MAENO and other Scholars were
taught and trained by these Dutch physicians personally and each of them became dis-
tinguished and founded his own school of medical art.
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Especially when Feilke and P. F. Von Siebold came to Japan during Bunka and Bunsei
eras(1804—1829), all the genius and talent of Japan flocked to Nagasaki to learn medical

science and art and to be trained under these veteran Dutch physicians.
So Nagasaki became the source of Medical Science and art in Japan.

In May, 1869 (the 2nd year of Meiji, Japanese government employed A. J. C.
Geerts, a Dutch teacher and established a school in which he taught geometry, physics,
chemistry etc.

In November, 1871 (the 4th year of Meiji) this school was transfered under the juris-
diction of Education Ministry and is organization, facilities, staffs and others were very
much improved. It’s name was changed to the Nagasaki medical school with annual ex-

penditure of 20,000 yen and Sensai NAGAYO was appointed the president of this school.

After the termination of the civil war at Saga district in 1875 (the 8th year of Meiji)
the building of this school transfered under the jurisdiction of Nagasaki-Ken and it was

proposed to rehabilitate medical science and art.

Having been given the grant of financial aid extending over three years from Japanese
Government, Nagasaki-Ken established Nagasaki Hospital, employed Van Leewen and
appointed Tateyasu YOSHIDA the head physician of this hospital. In June, 1876 (the 9th
year of Meiji) Nagasaki-Ken established the Medical Training Institute attached to this

hospital and trained physicians.

In January, 1878 (the 11th year of Meiji). the name of this institute was changed to
Nagasaki Medical School, revising the school regulations and the head physician YOSHI-
DA was appointed the principal of this school concurrently. In January, 1879 (the 12th
year of Meiji) this school became a prefectural institution and the hospital was utilized

as the Clinic Class rooms attached to this school.
Under Education Ministry Ordinance dated 1883 (the 16th year of Meiji), subject-
“General Regulations of Medical schools”. this school was designated Ko’ (A) Class Med-

ical school.

In March, the same year, discharging Fock, they employed T. W. Beukema, the Dutch
Medical official.

Under Educational Ministry Notification No. 7 dated June, 18, 1889 (the 22nd year of

Meiji). Pharmaceutical department was attached to this school, and the fixed number
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of students to be admitted was changed from 400 to 500.

On Feb. 4, 1891 (the 24th year of Meiji) the Imperial Rescript on Education with the
Imperial signature of Emperor Meiji was given this school and then the ceremony of Read-
ing the Imperial Rescript was held on the day of the anniversary of the accession of Em-

peror Jimmu (February, 11st).

Having completed the new school buildings at Urakami, Yamasato-mura, Nishisono-
ki-gun, Nagasaki-Ken on Sept. 11 the same year, this school moved to this new buildinges
and the former school buildings were designated an annexed class rooms in which the

fourth year students were given lectures.

On Nov. Ist of the same year, the domitory was opened all students of the second and

first year classes were to be accommodated.

On March, Tth, 1892 (the 25th year of Meiji, the Exercises in cerebration of the comple-
tion of the new building of this University was held. (... some parts following are omit-
ted...).

From the time of establishing this school to 1946(the 21st year of Showa)in this school,
3,237 persons in Medical department and 1,770 persons in pharmaceutical department

graduated from ; and 1,716 nurses were trained in this school.

Since March, 30, 1928 (the 12th year of Taisho) this has been the Government Na-

gasaki Medical University and has attached the Special pharmaceutical department.

1,215 physicians graduated from this University and 360 physioians were conferred
the docterate of Doctor of Medicine. (from 1924 —1942).

Damages and casualities caused
by the Atomic-bomb on August
9. 1945.

The institute was within 1 km of the atomic bomb center (Basic Course Room, at-
tached Pharmaceutical College. Local Disease Research Laboratory, and the main build-
ing were situated 600 m distant from the center and university hospital was located 800 m
distant), and inside facilities of the university hospital, which was built of ferro-con-
crete and escaped collapse, have been almost completely destroyed by fire and all wood-
en structures have been pushed over and burnt down : 16 professors including the presi-

dent, 85 assistant professors and their subordinate medical staffs, 140 employees, 507 uni-
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versity man and collegians, and 100 nurses lost their lives.

Above all the most fragic was that at five auditoriums made of wood, where lectures
were under way after an air-raid alarm had been lifted, all of professors and students
were instantly killed to ashes.

It was caused us great embarrasment that since all secretaries and office workers
were killed and all account-books have been burnt account matters of the institute has

become untraceable.

Amid ruins of fire, however, we rose contering around few survivors for rehabilita-
tion of the institute and in the first place, university men of junior grade and collegians
were transferred to the Kyushu Imperial University and the Saga Higher School respec-
tively for temporary studying there and every effort has been made to secure school rooms
for senior grade university men in any of hospital, Nagasaki Army Hospital and Omura
Naval Hospital, and Sasebo Nutual Relief Hospital.

In early September of 1945, a chamberlain was dispatched by H. M. the Emperor
who inspected the ruins and delivered to us the emperor’s gracious massage “We hope
you will endeavor toward rehabilitation” and, fortunately the Nagasaki municipal au-
thorities was sympathetic enough to offer Shinkozen National Primary School building
for our use. Further, we have obtained ex-Naval Hospital at Isahaya through favorable
consideration of Headquarters Occuaption Forces, and, thanks to friendliness of both
prefectural and municipal authorities of Saga, the young men’s school-building of the
Nitto plant has been offered to the Pharmaceutical College for teaching as well as for

lodging.

With the graduates of 1945 leaving the school the institute was animated with fresh
boys of 1946 and the once felt fear of abolition of the Nagasaki Medical University has
proved absolutely agroundless, and lst year and 2nd year students temporarily trans-
ferred to the Kyushu Imperial University have returned one semester earlier than ex-

pected.

Now out of the school the Rehabilitation attainment Association has been formed
with the Governor as its president in order to help us reconstruct the institute and at school
the Rehabilitation Committee has been organized and all professors, employees, and stu-

dents are making their utmost effort for reconstruction.

Recruitement of professors has been almost completed and teaching as well as med-

ical treatment are being given with facilities established in Nagasaki City and Isahaya
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City, i, e, the Head Office and attached Ist Hospital with accomodation for 120 patients in
Nagasaki City and Primary Course Room, Local Disease Research Laboratory, and at-

tached 2nd Hospital with accomodation for 330 patients in Isahaya City.

It has been recently decided that Pharmaceutical College will be removed to the ex-
One Airfield of Onomachi, Isahaya City, and the opening ceremony is scheduled for

January 27.

For the reconstruction of the institute on the devastated site at Urakami, which was
first expected to be realized in a year through kind consideration on the part of the Head-
quarters Occupation Forces, the Education Ministry is much sympathetic and exerting

themselves to the utmost.

Owing to the roaring of commodity prices, however, the construction cost in the five-
year program designed in October, 1945, 40-million yen, mounted over 70-million yen in
May, 1946.

Despite such difficulties confronting the rehabilitation the Education Ministry, in

view of the disaster caused by the atomic-bomb and of the intention of the Headquarters

Occupation Forces, is giving us priority to other war-damaged schools.

Ground and building in the Past

Aggregate
Location Name é¥§ﬁ§§ avelage of Remarks
buildings
Sakamoto-machi | Read office and Class Tsubo Tsubo The area of
rooms for the basic 27,280,785 | 5,874, 4565 the building
subjects, Nagasaki whose outer
Medical University concrete walls
and the attached pha- remained behind
rmaceutical depart-
ment
Sakamoto-machi, | The attached Nagasaki| 16,189.960 | 9,872, 054 The area of
Yamasato-Go, Medical University the building
Nagasaki-shi Hospital whose outer
concrete walls
remained behind
TOTAL 43,470,745 | 15,746, 5105
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Ground and buildings at Present

Aggregate
Location Name Area of average of Type l.)f con- Remarks
ground . struction
buildungs
Moto-Kosen- | Read office, Na- Tsubo Tsubo Steel-Concrete With 120 beds
machi. gasaki Medical 1,748,377 | 1,619,300 | three storied, and one
Nagasaki-shi | University and a part of which | lecture room
the First Nagasaki is one-storied
Medical University
Hospital
Eisho-machi, | Isahaya Class 25,335, 0639 | 5,781,097 | Wooden one-sto- | With 330 beds
Isahaya-Shi | room, Nagasaki ried, a part of and nine
Medical University which is two lecture rooms
and the second Na storied
gasaki Medical
University Hospital
Ono-machi, The attached speci| 13,850, 000| 1,975,010 | Wooden one-sto-
Isahaya-shi | al pharmaceutical ried, a part of
department, which is two
Nagasaki Medical storied
University
TOTAL 40, 963. 4309 | 9, 375, 407
Personnels of the University as of Aug, 9. 1945
When Atomic Bomb was fallen at Nagasaki-Shi,
. Scholars and
Professors Assistant
Classif Pgoﬁszorsl Students A
assifi- i and Medica regate|
cation |Medical I\%{%‘Zlc'i:aall E;IL%;I:H;T staffs, ’Il‘he Nurses | Other staffs grt;gota
Univer- Dep ;rt- Dep:i't— University Scholars| Studerts
sity ment | ment | Hospital
The dead 12 2 2 85 100 140 183 324 848
The
Survived 8 0 4 73 161 73 159 312 790
TOTAL 20 2 | 6 158 261 213 324 636 1,638
Scholars and Students as of Oct. 1, 1946
School year First year |Second year| Third year |Fourth year| Aggregate
Classification class class class class total
Medical faculty 93 40 34 51 218
Special Medical Department 79 72 61 212
Parmaceutical Department 85 87 51 223
TOTAL 178 206 157 112 653
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My Atomic Bomb Experience

Prof. Kitamura

At the time of the bomb, I was in the outpatients’ consulting room on the third floor of
the Medical School Hospital in lkm southeast from the bomb center. All the windows
were open. But I must not forget to note here that the dermatologist’s laboratory of the
third floor in which I was many times sheltered from the explosion by the concrete walls
on the west and north of the room and also by those of both sides of the hall that went
through the center of the building from east to west, and also by the walls the rooms at
right angles to the hall.

Many people report that they heard a noise like a bomber’s dive just before the explo-
sion, but I have no memory of that kind, I was sitting on a chair and was facing the west,
that was toward the opposite direction from the bomb, Suddenly to the right side of my
back, outside of the window, high in the sky, I saw a strong, whitish flash, The next
moment, as soon as I heard the things around break, I was knocked hard on my belly
down on the floor, I was quite conscious, I jumped up and found myself bleeding from
my head and forehead into my eyes, I felt as if all my hair had scorched to the skin on
all over the head, But I found later that that was only what I felt and no visible change
had been made on my hair then, But as I mentioned later, the growth of my hair seemed
to have stopped or slowed temporalily and the hair evidently lost its lustre, I wonder if
there were any relation between the feeling and the fact. When I got up, the rooms looked
dark and smelt like celuroid burning, This might have been because the picture frames
in the room had caught on fire, I searched to the hall in the smoke, then to the stair - case,
and escaped down to the yard, and then ran up the hill on the eastside of the hospital, I
had come round to the dermatologic sickrooms snd had noticed that the building was on
fire, I had had to turn again to the side of the psychiatric wing, and there I had washed
the blood off my face and head with the water from the bursting water - tank, I had found
a student there and we had examined each other’s wounds has found there not serious and
had bandaged them,

All through the time and after, my conciousness, energy, breathing, pulsation were
all normal and there was no nausea, chill, or feverishness. I thought I was well enough
to walk lkm home. But in fact, though I really could, it took three hours, The rea-
son was, however, I was with other doctors, and the student and nurses who seemed to
be weaker than I, This student had got the second degree burns by the flash on the left
side of his face, left upper arms, left side of the back and had constantly complained of
nausea, After two weeks he got a fever and diarrhes and died. On my way home [ met a
man who was drawing water out of a well and I drank some, But it all came back, maybe

because of the empty stomach, After that I had no nausea,
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When I came home I washed my wounds with water put enough marcurochrom and ban-
daged, On the front and the sides of head, forehead, eyelids, cheeks, the back of both
hands, front side of the left thigh, there were about 20 cuts probably made by glass frag-
ments and they were not deep, 1 had no burns, A few of the wounds got infected later,
Out of a cut on the forhead came out a piece of glass as big as a fingernail,

One month later all the wounds were covered up, All the while the pus from the infect-
ed was rather scant, which later could be understood as a case of the leucopeny caused
by the radiation, But I do not think the healing was slow. As for the treatment besides
changing of the dressing, I took sulfa pills continually for a few days and injected tetanus
serum once to the skin,

A few days after the injury I noticed my right eye was dimmed, And after a month
Dr, Asanuma assured me that the pupil was a little enlarged in a fan shape and on the
surface of the cornea was a scratch forunately apart from the center, This eye hindrance
was gradually released and now it is almost normal,

My internal symptoms since the injury were ; on the next day, temperature 38, 6°C at
its highest on the day after the next 37, 5°C, and all through a month after that, normal
; had a good appetite, no diarrhaes, But around to 10th of Sept., that was a month lat-
er, for four days my temperature was around37, 6°C, and I felt unusually dull and
weak, On both arms and thighs appeared purpules of a grain’s size, about ten on each,
but they did not seem to enlarge the sizes or increase the number and gradually faded
and disappeared, Two like these appeared on my left cheek but they lasted only a day,
The fever and the weakness lasted for a week, Before and after this the skin looked
anaemic and dry, got nearly normal a month later,

I had no epilation on any part of the body, but the hair did not seem to grow as fast
as usual, looked coarse and lustreless for all the two months after the injury,

1 naturally perspire more than others, but though I had to walk all the way home
under the strong mid summer sun that day, [ did not perspire at all, It has become nor-
mal by now,

About the first of Sept, my strength and energy were somewhat lowered as my tem-
perture went up, which gradually recovered. About the 20th I took vitamins BI, I, and
C internally and also to both the vein & the skin kept lying still and tried to take as much
fresh vegetables as possible, I also took multiple vitamins,

The so-called atomic illness was late to appear on me and fortunately light, The posi-
tion of my body at the time of the bomb was nearer than anybody in the hospital, though I
was sheltered by the walls as I have mentioned before, The things I wore were a white
shirt and a white gown with riding-pants and boots, no hat (as it was indoors). I
walked home round the bomb center that day, on the way of 1km from there and hava
stayed away from that spot for all the months in my own house about 5km away from

the center.
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. Zeigefingerspitzengrosser Schnittwunde an des Grabella.

2. Daumenkopfgrosse Quetschwunden am rechten Proc. mas-
toides und am linken Vorderarm.

3. Zahlreiche kleine Schnittwunden am ganzen Riicken.

4. Distorsion des rechten I. Metatarsophalangealgelenkes.

5. Kontusionen an verschiedenen Korperteilen, d. h. am
rechten Vorderarm, linken Ellbogengelenk, beiden Unter-
schenkel, rechten Fussriicken usw.

6. Allgemeine Schwéche, welche wahrscheinlich durch Shock

verursacht wurde.
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