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Current state analysis of mega solar projects based on capital investor categorization

Hikaru NOJIRI, Takashi HAYASE, Nozomi SIOYA, Osamu NAKAMURA

Abstract

This study categorized the capital investors of mega solar projects (solar power generation projects of IMW or larger), whose

market is vitalized due to the feed-in tariff (FIT), into outside and inside of regions. The result showed that about 60% of the

currently operating mega solar plants (as of May, 2014) had investors from outside of the region, such as major companies.

Since the FIT system assures income for the investors, the high ratio of outside investors means that the citizens’ electricity

charges in the region flow out to other regions and have little contribution to the local economies. For achieving spillover effects

of renewable energy on local economies, system improvement is necessary, such as subsidies for local investments and

restrictions for investments from outside of the regions.
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