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Abstract

Since the relatively“ new” quotative expression be like was first
recognized during the 1980s, it has been used by a great number of Eng-
lish speakers in many English-speaking countries. This expression has a
function of an introductory item for reported speech, internal thought,
non-speech sound, facial expressions and body language. After doing a
brief survey of the state of using it and its cognitive meaning, we will
examine how this quotative be like is used in conversation and why a
speaker tends to choose this expression to introduce a quotation instead
of using the more traditional form as say. The present findings indicate
that be like has both of the advantages of direct reported speech and in-
direct reported speech as far as participants in conversation are con-

cerned.
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(1) a.Ialways send my stuff home. My mom always likes to see my papers

and stuff so I send her like these folders home. I'm like mom here,
she’s like what is this? and I'm like I don’t knowO (Transcript ID:
SEM300MU1000 O)

b. Oh my gosh, I had to carry all this stuff from NUBS and I'm like
<SOUND EFFECT>(Transcript ID: SGR3855U0570 O )

c. I'll finish up our section. I was too tired last night like, when I got
back I was like ah, I'll do it this weekendO (Transcript ID: SGR
565501440 0)

(1a)0 0 I'm like mom here, she’s like what is this? and I'm like I don’t
know[DD O 0O O I'm like, she’s like, I'm like 00 000000000000
dd0d000oOoooOoooooooooom»
gooboobobooooobobbobogobobObob™ooobooooo
goboooobmoobooboboobood
O00(b)OD I'mlike 0000 SOUND EFFECTODOOOODODOO be
like 000O0O0O0O0OO0O00OO0OO0O0OOO0ODOOODODOOODOOOOOOO
gdooooobobovroomddooooOOoOObOOO0O0OOUOOUOOOO
ggoogobooooo
000000000 NUBSOOOODODOOOOODODODODOOOODOOOOO
Mooboboooooomobobooboooo
()00 Iwaslike 0000000 0OO0O0ODODOOOOOOODOOOODO
ggoboooboobooooboooo
gobodooboobooobuoobboooboobboobuoobobuooboo
gdbooooboobboooboo™@obooboobboooboooo
O000000000000000000 belikeDOODOOOOODOO

internal thoughtO non-speech sound 0 O O O facial expressions O body lan-
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guage 00 0O0O0OOOOOOOOOODODODOODODOO Singler 20050
O0be likeDOOOODOO0OO0O0O0O0O0O0O0OO William LabovO OO
tsunami’ 0000000000000 0OO0OO0ODOOOODOOOOOOO
gdo00oOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOOOOibid.m
0000000000000 000O0ooObbelike0OOOODOODOO
00000000 lke0000O0O0OO0O0OO0OO0OOOODOOUODOOOODO
gboboooooboobobobooboobooboboboobooon

goboodn belikedOO4OO

Butters1 19800198200 00000 be like 0000 O0O0O0O0O0O0OOOO
OO00OOCOOOOOOOOOODbelikeOOOOgoO beallODOOOOODO
OOgoUUO00UOUUOUOOOObedlD1OUDDDDDODDODODODDODO
O0000000OObe likeO19800 0000000000 OOODOOO
gboobooooooobooboboooboooooboboboooobooboon
gboboooooooboboboboobooobooboobobobooooo
gboboooooooboboboboobooobooboobobobooooo
O0O0OO0OOODOOO Singler 20050

be likeOO0OO0OO0OOO0400000000000000000O0OO
ooOo%®p1e00000010000000000D0O00000ULOOOOO
gooboooboooooooobboooboooscobboooogaon
OO0OOOOCOOOOOOOOOBarbieri 2009: 8611

gboboboobooboobooboboboboooooboobobobo
gbobooooobooboboboboooboooboobobobobooooo
000000000 Tagliamonte & D’Arcy 2004: 497000 00000000
gboboooooboobOobobobcobbozoboboobobooooon
gbobooooooobooboboboobooooboobobobooooon
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O00000OooOO0imvolved0OOODODUOOOOOODOODODDODOODOO
O0O000UORomaine & Lange 1910 0000000000 OOOOOO0O
gboboooooonDg

UOlikeODOOOOO

likeDOOODOOOOOOOODO gelied 0OODOOOO° having the form of’
OO0O00O" inthe same manner or to the same extentas’ OO OO0OOOCO
0000000000000 quotative D focuser DO D DO0O0O0OOOO
quotative O focuser 00 00 like OO O° similar to' 000000000
000000000000 similar to 00000000 DOOO0OOOOODO
0000000000000 000O0Ofocuser0000000DODOODO
gooooobobbooboobooboboobobuobobooboon
0 Vandelanotte & Davidse 2009 like 00000000000 OOOODO
0 0O similarity/comparison/approximation 1 0 000000000000
quotative/focus/epistemic/pragmatic hedging/filler 0000000 OO0
00D0D00D0000like000O00OO0ODO similatived approximative O O
0000000000000 000000000000000 be likeO DO
ggbobooobuoobobooboobboobooobuooboo

0O O O Buchstallerd 20020 0 O O

With respect to the enquoting of sounds and other mimetic performances,
my findings underline the use of new quotatives as mimesis markers in con-

trast to the old quotative devices.[J Buchstaller 2002: 150

000000000000 000000000O000D0O0O0ODOO0Od be
likeDOOOOOOOOOO00OOOObe likeOODODDODODOODOODOODOODOO
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gbobooooooobooboboboobooooboobobobooooon
gbobooooobooboboobooboonoo

goboodbood beliked OO

O000000000O0O0Osayd0O0OObe likeDOODOOOODODODOO
O0O0OOMICASECOOOOOOOOOOODOOOOOOOOOOoOomO
obobooooooobooboobobo

(2) Transcript ID: STP175SU141

S1: any questions comments things you're beginning to worry about in
terms of the end of the semester, student problems? i see that the, ceiling is
still not fixedO <SS: LAUGH>keep your head out of there.

S6: 1s- i1saw them working outside of the lounge and i’'m like can you guys

do something about that and they were like no. and then they left.
S1: so they were just ignoring you.

S6: yeah

(3) Transcript ID: SGR1955U127

S3: i was just outside talking to like, who was out there, Ehon was out there
and that other( [S3: how far along are they?] Pratik, i think( [S1: Pratik]
[S2: Pratik] is his name? [S2: yeah][S1: Pratik] and, they were like oh,

how are you doing? and i’'m like oh we're getting there slowly but surely.

S1: are they outside?
S3: yeah (xx) outside
S1: (i oughta say hello to them two)

S3: wow
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(U (3m)UUUUo0oU0oUo0UoUoUoUoUoULooooooo
O0000OO0OO0OO0D0O0OOBiber et alllm19990111200 000000000 OO
goooo0o0o0o0oOoOoUo00oO0U0U0UU0UL0UODUODULDULOULOLo
0000o0o0ooo0d0oooooo0ooooooooUoo@uuuoooo
0000000000000 0000D0D000D0OOdinterjectiond O oh O
utterance-opener? 0 0 00 0000000000000 OO sayO OO0
00000000000 0OOO0OOOOdoh, well, look, heyOOOOOOO
gooooooooOoOoOoooOoooUoUoooUoUoUoLgoOooo
0000000000000 0000000D0O00O0D0OOO utterance-
opener 00000000000 OCOO0O0DOOOODOODOODODOOOO
00000b00o0obb00dbbDO0oO0nD utterance-openerJ 0000 OO
0000000000000 OObe likeOOOOOO0OO0OOOOOODOOO
ooooooooo

O00@OS1O0G)IoS7T0@¢G)o S40ogoooooooooooo
000000000 00Obe likeJOODOOODOODOOOOOODODOO
goooo0o0o0ooOo0oU00oO0U0U0UUUL0ULOUODUUDULOULOOo
OO0OOOinvolvedDOOODODOOOOOOOOOOOODOODODDODOODOO
00o0oo0o0o0oooooooooooo

(4) Transcript ID: SEM545M G083

S1: think about whether or not that was, true or not or maybe the person
that wrote that, you know had, like some distorted vision of France and
French culture. they immediately they’re like, yeah it’s true because you
know when i went to Paris God they were so mean <SU-f: LAUGH> and

everyone’s like yeah yeah yeah. i mean i couldn’t even i’'m like well, you

know just like there are people that think that about America you know i

mean0 [S2: i know] they wanna all think that and they’re all like really? no
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i1 really think it’s trued [S2: wow] i’'m like okay[

S3:it’s sadO
S2: wowlO
S1: it is kinda sad.

(5) Transcript ID: OFC575MU046

S4: i have many bad stories about my stat homework(

S7: so ridiculous. no no no no this is so funny i went to visit my dad in Penn-
sylvania which is like a six hour drive away, brought all_first of all i’'m the
biggest nerd anyway <S1: LAUGH> because i brought all of my stuff right?
so 1 had my backpack full with like all the stuff that i need all of my stat stuff
all the stuff for these tests that i had this week, i get about halfway home

about three hours into the drive and i’'m like oh my god i left my entire back-

pack
SU-f: on top of the car
S7: th- no i left it at my dad’s. i'm like [SU-f: oh0 Joh my godO [SU-£: <

LAUGH>] so i stopped i got off at an exit_i didn’t tell you this part i got off
at an exit called him from a pay phone and he was laughing at me he’s like i

can’t believe you left this here you must be freaking out. i'm like mhm[kS8:

LAUGH> so he he airmailed my backpack to me, i got it yesterday afternoon
but like, i was already way behind in this and in uh, all my other classes that
i have tests in solJ [SU-f: oh] whatever

SU-f: jee-

(6) Transcript ID: SGR5655U144
S4: it’s so weird because, like i sent out a ton of emails on Wednesday. and

i’'m like going to everybody in my house and i’'m like you got my email right?
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they’re like what email? <S2: LAUGH> and i'm like what are you talking

about what email? <LAUGH> this is about ordering something they’re like

we never got any email. i’'m like, okay, so like, nobody got my emails and i

remembered like, when i was logging off like, and suddenly like all the lights
went out and everything like i didn’t think anything of it cuz i had like kinda
closed my [S2: right] email so i’'m like oh everything went through

whatever.

@GHo(¢G)oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
gogoboogobooboobboobooobooboobbooboon
gogoboogobooboobboobooobooboobbooboon
000000000 00bDo000ooo0ooooooooooooone)
O i'm like going to everybody in my house 0 0000000000000
000000 (@)DO focuserD OO0 like 0000000 DOODOOemail
gdboboooboobbooboboobboooboobooboboobooo
gobooooboobog

Romaine & Lange0 19910 00 0000000000000 0O0OOlike O
gdboboooboobbooboboobboooboobooboboobooo
d0b0say0booooboooobboooobboooobooon
gogoboogobooboobboobooobooboobbooboon
og

At the same time that this construction blurs the distinction between the
direct and indirect mode, it also blurs the distinction between speech and
thought. Since there is a subtle and often fuzzy boundary between report-
ed speech and thought, /ike is a good choice since it creates only an exam-

ple of something that could have been said or thought without implying
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the kind of commitment that say does.

0 Romaine & Lange 1991: 2630

goboobOoooboobooboboobbooobooboobobooo
goboobOoooboobooboboobbooobooboobobooo
gobodbobooboobobooboobobuooboooboo
belike 00O OO0 OO Outterance-opener 1 00O 0O OO0O0OOODO
goboobogobuooboobbooboobobuoobboobboon
goboobogobuooboobbooboobobuoobboobboon
gobodobooboobuoobboooboobboobuoooboobobo

googooo

be like 0000000000 DOOOU0ODOOOOOODOOOOOODOO
gbobooooooobooboboboobooooboobobobooooon
gbobooooooobooboboboobooooboobobobooooon
gbobooooooobooboboboobooooboobobobooooon
gbobooooooobooboboboobooooboobobobooooon
gbobooooobooboboboboooboooboobobobobooooo
gbobooooobooboboboboooboooboobobobobooooo
gbobooooobooboboboboooboooboobobobobooooo
boboooooboobobobobobooooobooboon

saylbe like 0000000000000 OOOODO OSinglerd 200500 O
gboooooooboobd

Simply stated, the difference between say and the like quotative is that,

while say expresses an attempt to represent speech verbatim, the like quota-



170 = -

tive tries to convey the sense of utterance.O Singler 20050

say0O0O0o0oooooObOooooooobobbooooooobbooo
like0OOOOD0O0OOOOOO0OOODODOODOOOOUOODOOOsayO OO
gboboboobooooooboboboobooboooooboobobon
O0000O0O0O0OO0O0O0ODO bbelikeDOODDDOOODRUOOODODOODOODOO
O00its likeJ0 0000000000 OOO0OOOOOOOOODOOOODO
gboboboooooboooboon

goo

0000000 lectures, classroom discussions, lab sections, seminars, advising sessions [
Jgoooogo1soo0ooooooooD0ooooDoooooooooDooooDoon
Transcript IDOOD0O0OO0O00O0OOO0O0OOO0OOOOOOOOOODiIiOOOOOO
Jo0o@UoOood0oood0ooo0oooo00oooouoooooooooo
gojdddooooboboobobbooooooooUoUooDoobobobbooooo
gojdddooooboboobobbooooooooUoUooDoobobobbooooo
J00000000ooooo@RUUuooooo0ooooooooooooooog
gojdddooooboboobobbooooooooUoUooDoobobobbooooo
0 0 O O http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/c/corpus/O

00MHUIODDOOD0D0D0D0D0OU0000O0D0O0OU0UOOoooO@UOOD be like DOOOOO
quotation mark 0 0 0000000000000 O0OOOOOOOOODOOO

00O Singler0 20050 00 New York OO OODOOODODOODOODODOOOOOOOOOOO
say, ask, tell 00 0000000000000 0OO0O0O00OOO0ODOOOOOOOOO
belike OOOO0OOOOODOOOO

0 O In the middle of a turn, speakers tend to rely on utterance-openers such as o#, well, look
and okay to signal that they are embarking on direct speech quotation.O Biber ef al0]
19990

00000000000000000000...and she says(¥ Oh, you've got a stain on
your pants!” [0 Biber et al( 1999: 11190
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