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Abstract
Aim: In Japan, a country with a “super-aging” society, the number of older adults with dementia has
skyrocketed. Persons suffering with dementia must endure particular social vulnerability, including
stigmatization due to abnormal behavior caused by the illness. This study aimed to identify and examine
factors indicating acceptance behavior toward persons with dementia in order to obtain basic data to help
create a stigma-free society for patients.
Methods: An anonymous self-reported questionnaire was developed and distributed to the students of A
university. A multi-regression analysis was then conducted to build the most appropriate model of
acceptance behavior toward persons with dementia, as indicated by the student participants’ responses.
Results: A total of four hundred and ninety-eight students responded to this study (response rate: 92.2%).
Of those, females comprised 65.7% and the average age of the respondents was 20.1(SD1.4) years old. The
average score on acceptance behavior toward persons with dementia was 40.62(SD5.9) points. The multi-
regression model analysis indicated that the strongest factor influencing acceptance behavior was SOC
scores ($=.262, p<.0001), followed by degree of socialization with persons with dementia (£=.173, p=.0085,
degree of interest toward persons with dementia ($=.169, p=.0002), degree of socialization with
handicapped persons ($=.103, p=.0161), and degree of socialization with LGBTs ($=.092, p=.0246).
Conclusion: The study results indicated that for A university students, acceptance behavior toward
persons with dementia was influenced by inner factors such as SOC, degree of socialization with persons
with dementia, amongst others. However, acceptance behavior in respondents was not influenced by
having a higher degree of knowledge of dementia, nor by having an education in medicine.

Health Science Research 33 : 9-15, 2020

Key words @ university students, acceptance behavior, dementia






