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Abstract The purpose of this study was to explore how first year students of a medical university
perceive “good death”. Students who agreed to participate were asked to each write out words and con-
cepts which they related with “good death when a disease is diagnosed” and “good death at the end of
life”, and the results were analyzed qualitatively. As result, the concept of “good death when a disease is
diagnosed” could be categorized into 14 categories and “good death at the end of life” into 18 categories.
Students in their young adulthood today have decreasing likelihood of experiencing deaths of people who
are close to them. Although fearful, they found it difficult to hold a realistic image of death. Neverthe-
less, they held similar concepts regarding “good death” as those held by patients, patient families and
health care providers.
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