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(#—) M.S.A.§458. In every contract of service ,express or implied, between the owner of a ship and the
master or any seamen therof, and in every instrument of apprenticeship whereby any person is bound to
serve as an apprentice onvcoma any ship, there shall be implied, notwithstanding any agreement to the
contrary, an obligation on the owner of the ship, that the owner of the ship, and the master, and every
agent charged with the loarding of the ship, or the preparing of the ship for sea, or the sending of the
ship to sea, shall use all reasonable means to insure the seaworthiness of the ship for the voyage at the
time when the voyage commences, and to keep her in a seaworthy condition for the voyage during the vo
vage. nmnW N . n— U1 BmOE<HEN SESDTY o R HOMIL K BB OSA O U5 QR0°  Couch
v. Steele (1853) 23L. J. Q. B. 121; 30" »QHEN 00 52iRiH Gl 1$Hedley v. Pinkney & Sons 5.5.Co.,

(1894) A. C. 222.
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fRa Yo 2 0° Waddle v. Wallsend Shipping Co., Ltd. (1952] 2L1loyd’s Rep. 105,Devlin J. at p.129. Temperl
ey’s, Merchant Shipping Acts, 5ed., 1954 p.289.
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(#4—) M.S.A.8457. (1) If any preson sends or attempts to send, or is party to sending or attemptsng to send,
a British ship to sea in such an unseaworthy state that the life of any person is likely to be thereby en-
dangered, he shall in respect of each offence be guilty of a misdemenor, unless he proves either that he
used all reasonable means to insure her being sent to sea in a seaworthy state, or that her going to sea in
such an unseaworthy state was, under the circumstances, reasonable and justifiable, and for the purpose
of giving that prof he may give evidence in the same manner as any other witness.
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(ji—) Whenever in any proceeding against any seaman or apprentice belonging to any ship for the offence
of desertion, or absence without leave or for otherwise being absent from his ship without leave, it is
alleged by one-fourth, or if their number exceeds twenty by uom less than five,of the seamen belonging
to the ship, that the ship 1s by reason of unseaworthiness, overloading, improper loading, defective
equipment, or for any other reason, not in a fit condition to proceed to sea, or that the accommodation
in the ship is insufficient, the court having cognizance of the case shall take such means as may be in

their power to satisfy themselves concerning the truth or untruth of the allegation,......
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(#dev)  If three or more of the crew of a British ship consider that the provisions or water for the use of
the crew are at any time of bad quality, unfit for use, or deficient in quantity, they may complain thereof
to any of the following officers, namely, an officer in command of one of Her Majesty’s ships, a British
consular officer, a superinintendent, or a chief officer of customs, and the officer may either examine the
provisions or water complained of or cause them to be exmained. .

(#») Colombos, The International Law of the Sea, 1954.p.281. = N 2 SIMEFQEEEN O mQ HnSEEW
Bt 500° “The industry was rotten to the core, British ships were no better than coffins and British
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(#H—) R.5.4556 (46U.S.C.653) If the first and second officers under the master or a majority of the crew of

any vessel bound on any voyage shall, before the vessel shall have left the harbor, discover that the ves

sel is too leaky or is otherwise unfit in her crew, body, tackle, apparel, furniture, provisions, or stores



to proceed on the intended voyage, and shall require such unfitness to be iuquired into, the master shall,
upon the request of the first and second officers under the master or such majority of the crew, forthwith
apply to judge of the district court of that judicial district, if he shall there reside or if not, to some ju-
stice of the peace of the city, town or place for the appointment of surveyors, as in section4557(46.U.S.C.
654)provided, taking with him two or more of the crew who shall have made such request;

(#He)  R.S§4565 (46U.5.C.662) *Any three or more of the crew of any merchant vessel of the United States
bound from port in the United States to any foreign port, or being of the burden of seventy five tons or
upward, and bound frome a port on the Atlantic to a port on the Pacific, or the vice versa, may complain
to any officer in command of any of the vessels of the United States Navy, or oonm:_mn.om:omn of the Un-
ited States, or shipping commissioner or chief officer of the customs, that the provisions or water for
the use of the crew are,at any time, of bad quality. unfit for use, or deficient in quantity.

() Canfield & Darzell, The Law of the Sea.p.6§. Zeis, American Shipping Policy,p.68.
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