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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is two-fold: It is discussed what the performance assessment (PA)

itself should be under the new course of study (2017) and its significance in Japanese junior

high schools, then arguing that PA can be a useful tool for making general inferences about the

English speaking ability of Japanese junior high school students. The PA is highly requested by

the Ministry of Education to capture their exact English proficiency based on a scoring rubric.

The scoring rubric should be based on Can-Do lists, which have become significant in that

students and teachers share with each other what junior high school students could do in their

English classrooms. It is, moreover, suggested that the findings by the PA contribute greatly to

improvements of other language skills, if appropriately carried out.
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Descriptions of Performance

5
The student understands and answers each question
completely and is understood with little effort.

4
The student understands most questions with limited
repetition needed. The response is sufficient, but may
not be completely developed. Answers can be
understood with little effort.

3
The student understands most questions, but may
require questions to be repeated or paraphrased. The
response is somewhat limited and/or requires some
effort to understand. Meaning may be obscured at
times.

2
The student has consistent difficulty in understanding
and answering questions, even when the question is
repeated or paraphrased. The response is severely
limited, requires significant listener effort, and
meaning is obscured at times.

1
The student does not understand or cannot answer most
questions. When the student does respond, their
language is highly unintelligible.

0
The student makes no attempt to respond to any of the
questions. Any/all language used is in Japanese.
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Appendix A

First Year Oral Assessment

Introduction

1. Whatis your name?
2. Where are you from?
3. How old are you?
Likes
1. What sports do you like?
2. What music do you like?
3. What movies do you like?
4. What subjects do you like?
Do you... Questions
1. Do you play baseball / tennis / basketball?
A. What sports do you play?
2. Do you play the piano / violin / guitar?
A. What do you play?
3. Do vyou like spaghetti / pizza / apples / milk?
A. What foods do you like?
4. OPTIONAL: Do you have a pet?
A. Do you want a pet? What pet do you want?
Describe a picture
1. Show picture to student...

A. Whatis this (point to something)?

B. Isthisa/an (say something incorrect) pen / apple / orange / computer /

notebook...?
C. How many men are there? / How many women are there?
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Appendix B

Picture Description Task for First Year Students
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Appendix C

Third Year Oral Assessment

Introduction

PwnNnpeE

What is your name?

Where are you from?

How old are you?

What do you do in your free time?

©® N WU

Daily habits
What do you do after school / before school / on weekends?
What do you eat for breakfast / lunch / dinner?
What do you do with your friends?
What do you do for Obon / New Year’s?

Present perfect questions
Where have you been in Japan? What cities have you visited?
(@D When did you go? How was your trip?
@ Do you want to go to Tokyo?
What sports have you played?
(D What sports do you like?
Have you ever seen a Disney movie?

(D Which movie have you seen? How was it? (OR Did you like it? Was it funny?)

@ What is your favorite movie?

Have you ever visited any famous places in Japan?
(D Where did you go? How was the place?
@ (If “no”) Where do you want to visit?

1)

Describing a picture

Show picture to student and say, “Please tell me what the people are doing in this picture.”

a) If student cannot respond, ask the following questions:
i)  What is this (point to something)?
ii) Isthisa/an (point to something)?
iii) How many are there?
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Appendix D

Picture Description Task for Third Year Students
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