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Estimation of Salient Regions Based on Local Extrema of Images
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Hidenori Maruta’ 12, Masahiro Ishii’® and Makoto Sato'

Abstract Estimating the salient regions of an image plays a key role in scene analysis and image understanding. We
can also apply saliency-based image processing techniques to image compression, evaluation, and effective searching methods.
One of the most difficult problems is estimating the regions before recognizing what is in the image — a problem that can
be solved by accessing information of the low-level structures of objects in the image. This paper describes a method for
estimating salient regions in images based on the distribution stability of local extrema of luminance during image blurring.
Under blurring conditions, if an object’s region has a more stable structure compared to another area, it must be more salient,
so the saliency of these regions must be defined based on their stability for blurring. In the developed method, the local
extrema of images are used to describe the complexity of the image’s objects and background. Salient regions are estimated
based on the stability of the local extrema for the blurring parameter. Experiments were conducted to compare the estimated

result of salient regions and the psychophysical result obtained from the analysis of eye movement recordings. Results show

that our method successfully extracts salient regions of natural images.
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Images used in the experiments.
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Experimental environment.
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Statistical information about fixations of eye—movement
data.

Wi | WAL AL [E# T ¥yl [ 45 0>~ g R ]
(Il) (], £SE) (msec, £SE)
(No.) | gray- | color| gray- color gray- color
scale scale scale
1 367 294 | 464+4.04 | 37£4.55 | 3624+13.16 | 4744+32.89
2 361 408 | 45+3.55 | 51+£3.26 | 276+10.73 | 3334+11.11
3 399 386 | 50+3.82 | 48+1.36 | 259+8.17 | 331+£13.18
4 418 420 | 5243.94 | 53+2.85 | 246+£6.04 | 309+8.83
5 394 399 | 49+2.06 | 50+£2.11 | 248+8.07 | 323+10.94
6 379 397 | 47+£4.64 | 50+£3.47 | 256+£12.28 | 341+14.99
7 407 419 | 5143.65 | 52+£2.56 | 238+6.53 | 3054+10.88
8 384 455 | 48+4.57 | 57+£2.61 | 2424+8.20 | 290+8.56
9 385 389 | 4842.55 | 49+£3.15 | 3094+10.27 | 3444+14.96
10 444 428 | 564+1.38 | 54+£3.06 | 273£8.95 | 320+12.15
11 438 386 | 55+2.37 | 48+2.66 | 262+6.86 | 341+13.20
12 407 380 | 5142.45 | 48+2.25 | 2834+10.30 | 3554+15.44
13 421 381 | 5341.97 | 48+3.33 | 270£9.39 | 329+12.31
14 408 406 | 51+1.22 | 51+£1.47 | 268+8.38 | 324+11.39
15 395 414 | 4942.90 | 52£2.80 | 2704+10.26 | 314+11.70
16 384 405 | 484+2.58 | 51£3.99 | 278+8.80 | 334+12.06
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(a) Original image

(b) Observer 1 (DT) (c) Observer 2 (RH)
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Fixation map

Example of the difference of Fixation map between two

observers: (a) Original image (b) Fixation map of ob-

server 1 (DT) (c) Fixation map of observer 2 (RH).
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L7z, $72, $XRTOEBZIZOWT, 3.2 DFKE - i
i - BB~ Y TOREBILER /ST A —F Tniin, Tmae
AT B ZNEN, T = 20(pizel), Tmae = 120(pizel),
AT =05 & L7,

% 72, Saliency map {ZRD & ) (2L TRD /= 1219 [
BOLEMGERBEEZ T T YT Iy FICEVERT
5. ¥93y FORBIZS LNV E LT, RIBEEEICHE
B, f (RG, BY), 4 it (FEEEEHIC 0°,45°,90°,135°
DHR=NVTANEEZFH LD D) [T L4~y 7%k
B, TNHERGEEIIOWTHRA LRI % Saliency map
BT S. b, ANBBE TV —A 7 =V OBE,
Saliency map D& HICIZBICE T 2455~ v TIdHWT
Wy, BRI E L, SaliencyToolbox!™® % v 7z,
FEERCTHW/-Hi{%1, 480x480(pizel) TH Y, Z D%
LHEMH S5 Saliency map Dk X 1% 30x30(pizel) & 7%
B, —J, WKE - B/ME - BIESAA~ v 7L, £OER

# XU EGROBEREFERICED CHEREBOME

(a) Original image (a) Original image

(b) Fixation map (b) Fixation map

(¢) Saliency map (¢) Saliency map

(d) local maxima map (d) local maxima map

(e) local minima map (e) local minima map

(f) local extrema map

(f) local extrema map

5 £ v ORI (a) FHiE (L —Ar—LBI U
7 —1lif%) , (b) Fixation map, (c) Saliency map, (d)
WK~ 2 7, (e) MUMESI AT~ » 7, (F) Hfilis3 A
<~y

Examples of maps: (a) Original image(gray—scale one and

colored one), (b) Fixation map, (c) Saliency map, (d) lo-

cal maxima map, (e) local minima map, (f) local extrema

map

IENZENDLOWEBLEFALIRE S LA,
DEICEDVESN T LA — VB LT —HED
£<y 7OB%, K5IRT.
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FHHEHMOIEME L 72 5 Fixation map L KT 5720, &k
D& RIERLEITY, BUEEZERT S ). £7, Fix-
ation map B & UHAME - M/ME - BESA~ v T2
T, Saliency map EHUKEEEARA L) 2RIL~y Tk
FNEWIEANT B>, RIZ, TNENE 30 x 30 = 900 K
TEDONRY Ny eRB L, 2O VAN 1 ERD LI IHE
1t3%. HEfLE 7z, Fixation map, Saliency map,
KAE - t8/ME - BB~ Y TONXT PVEBE ZNZENR
F, S, LmaxM, LminM, L E3%. Fixation map %
FEEIZEhEThORY PV EREHWT, BUE2NEIC
FOR ) -(11) DX ICEHKT S,

Sim(F,8) = (Z,)f@,j)'«?(i,j) (®)
Sim(F, LomazM) = (Z{)ﬂm) LomazM(i,5)  (9)
Sim(F, LominM) = Zj_jf@‘,j) + LoninM(i, 5) (10)

Sim(F, L) = :Zzﬁ@‘,j) - L(i, j) (11)

T8, HEXZ MVOBESE0oLLETHY, Vs 1ICIER
fEENTwAHO, EUEZOUELIDTOEERS. &
NS OHPEYHWT, FL—Ar—VBIh T —THig
DA B W CEH O HEEE K 2 3l 5.

4.5 FEIER

4.4 CTEFRLCEMEORBMRE 7 L — X7 — VI
WZOWTIERE 612, #T7 —H{EIZOWTIER 7 IIRT.

7L — A7 — VEBOMR (K 6) I2DoWT, FEERIZHW
16D 7L —Ar —VEIED D b, WAESA~ Yy 712D
WTIR 128, BUME< Y FI2on T 148, BES A~ v
TNV TIE 13 BOEHIZ DWW T, Saliency map & ) &
WHIBIEE 2R L7z, $72, B OFY (£SD) #° Saliency
map - BAKMESA~ v 7 - WMEGA~ v 7 - BAES A~
Y FIZDWTENRZER, 0.204(£0.150), 0.293(40.132),
0.390(40.096), 0.418(40.132) & 7 > 7z, HPEDOFHD
bolkbEWBES M~ Y 7 LHERD Saliency map 2
ONT, t RERIToT-E A, AELENAD LN
(t(15) = 3.8856,p < 0.0015).

—J, NI —HBOKER (M 7)IZ2o0nT, EBRICHW
7216 DA 7 —WiEDH L, BAESHA~ Y 712D\ T
12 B, WUMERB X OESA < v TIZoWTid 13 1
DOWEEIZDWT, Saliency map & ) BWEME LR L.
F 72, U DT (£SD) A% Saliency map - 1 K fH
i<y 7 - WMESA~ v T BESA~ Y T2V T#
2N, 0.211(+0.123), 0.287(+0.151), 0.380(40.112),
0.415(£0.161) & 2o 7z, FREDFIHD b > & b @i

* #ii/MMZ1E MATLAB® Image Processing Toolbox @ imresize %
7.

1256 (138)

B3 A~ v 7 L HEk D Saliency map IZ2WT, t REE
otz 2h, AELRENRD LN (H(15) = 3.5197,p <
0.0031).

INLDOREREY, ZFL—ATr—VBLUT T —HEED
MFICBWT, HE - - FAS % Fva 7z Saliency map
LD FHHIIHVELUEIBEONTVE I ESbi b,
Thbt, EGEOAEGERL D S IEEEICE T L mETE
H]oIZH 25, LOAEMCHEHEBHELHEETELL VD,

4.6 £ %

FERAER LD, IREFFIIERE (T A BEBFRO %
HAWTWwaIZboY, FJL—AFr—VBLUHT—H
BOBENCERE {, ME - & - FAKS % V72 Saliency
map & Y FHICHVHUEIEONTWwDS, 202 L X
O, MREICEET A5, FEHFEROHEICEL THRIZ
bOTHEILERL TS, Tz, SREMICHES A~ v
T, WUME - BARES A~ Y TERRTHWEMUEE D
DT ENhrbh, Kk (BIE) Lt () oMaEic
L0, FHEBOBEMS Y L) FMBT LI L TE
HlzobFEZONL, T, WMKESA~ Y T LB/ MES
i<y T2, BUMESA D) 25 & ) BB E W
ZEDbND. BMRAEE O O ERBEIZIZOW T, B
EZFIER T 50 TIE AR <, BEHICOFHBERIETET &
FNTVREEZLNS,

EH1Z, —HOBRIZOWTIE, HEOMEEEERILT
VB BES A~y 7 &Y, RERICBYMES A~ Y T DT A
HFUPEIZH D ODDH B, §FIC, WAESA~ v 7id Saliency
map DFER LT, L —XF7— VEIRIZBW T,
% No. 1, No. 9, No. 12 [Z2WTIHEWHELE 2R L
TW5b, 72, 77 —EERIIBWTI, H% No. 11 %D
TOIECIEDE %, % No. 9 B LU No. 121220V T
VB 2 RSHER L o7z, TS OBEOMERETE
HICHETHZI L ELT,

(1) BTREGOMEME{IEIZLY

(2) EIENDZHRDPERRLM L Vo 7Bl TR THE

BE b

CEWH L. T HBEEHEO S 2D, BERNZ
RN 2 HAMEE b o 7o L 0B, & A\ Id R ICR
Ee T ABOBMHERAEIRT S L) ZEEICBNWT, £
ORI, FEFICKRER T —HOMEN L, REET
FTCIHEBLTLEI AR LIS ESNS, Lo T, H
FEEDOBMETEHICED (K~ v TIE, KE e BEmEEE O
FEFICR OB OAFHESZMH L TLE ).

—7J7, Saliency map X, TN OHMZEMEERHROH
REMECIEEVEMEZRL w200, ZoOfMolt
MOREME 72 BRI CLE, MRS - 0 - Hhie EHE DT v &~
AN DEHREFHNCTWSIZS b bT, HEEHIT— %
POBEHINIAOFEHEEEY ) FMHT L2 TE
WL SR B B,

% 72, Fixation map # &L L7256, HEIZEEN
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0.7 T T T T T T T T T

T T T T T T T T T T |
I slicncy map
- local maxima map
06[ |:| local minima map
M [ Jlocall extrema map
0.5 I i
204 n .
=
= - L
£
w1 03 a
02 B
0.1 .
0 Ll i Ll Ll Ll Ll -J -JI_JI_ Ll Ll | | 1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 Mean

X 6

Number of images

7L — A7 — V203 % Fixation map & JEHE & U 72 B0 o 5 H A5 4

The result of the similarity of each map using gray—scale images.

0.7 T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T |
N saliency map
I (ocal maxima map
0.6 ~ ["Jlocal minima map
) |:| local extrema map
05 .
2 04 | .
= _
S
£
«»n 03 i
02 i
0.1 i
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 Mean

Number of images

7T —WRIZAT % Fixation map & HEME & U 72 B0E o5 B 4
The result of the similarity of each map using color images.

HRBIAC & o T, HAROEGALE AU E O BRI L
TLED o ICHINEORI B E 525 LD ER D
N%. &512, WU EMEL LT, #EFETIIE
EOFEHIE LIV T WA, L L, ZOukLm

# XU EGROBEREFERICED CHEREBOME

FHEEDIZ/NT X =7 QEINIIG T, L Y IRWiEeEs
LML LICE VBELRAEBPTREEZ LN, &
NHOERKD, Saliency map (ZHART, —EHOMEIEIZDOW
TOBESA~ Y TORUEIRNMELE o7 DEE 2
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55,

DLEXY, —fmc, REFEZ, HHEL BRER O
EERBET ALV TH Y, HAREZOFH BB
HIZOWTHRITH AL EEZOND, T2, EEBHERIIR
LNIHGESITNT LD TH L0, 5HIHIEL
DOBEEIZDOWTIHREEZAT) TN ETHDL EEZHND.

5. & ¢ U

AEFFETIE, B OmEEMEOBEERIC L 55 H 3O
HWEFELIRE L2, REZEMEG Y HWmE0 % ER
GERINCLY, HEBRLEOMEE ZE L, BIETEHR
DIZF NG A= F T 2 RERCFEROR S LERL
7o, METFEOEMLZRT 0L, HECHEERICLD
WS L7 G T 7 — & 22 515 5 N % 3 H 3RO Bk & 2
#EE L7 ERTIT o7, BAELCHWLNTW S Ttti
5 DET )V (Saliency map) & IELL, MEFEHRIC & 59
EFEOENMELXR L. Thbb, 17 —EROEMHSE
HMTHHEEFROADSTY, I T —IERTTOIER
Z T 5 Saliency map & Y #EERBEICBWTENLT
Wb ZrlemRL7.

SHROBELE LT, $F, MEMEOBEERINOER
OHHLZNLDOHMEDTHITFONL. BEICEE N
OYFREM (f, 727 AF v, B L) $FEHEBOHE
WZHERTH ) MR OMBAETE i & ARG S 2 L1
L0, WEOMNEB L OKE SICHET A5 EHRZ W
THLIENTELLEZOND, 2O OFMICEL T,
SHOMFERETH L. T2, TRHOEMOMERICD
WThH, HAZRELEETIERL, BENEERMIT R E
I2XY, FEEBROBLIEN 2 SOV THRET A2 &
VETHHH. DX, FHEROBELIEMICOVTES
RS 2 MDD 5. BRI OPEITOWTIE, il
O RFINET b ZBICANDLDONPEYTH S ). A%
2B W T, BUEEHIT — & O B OBERFI B 2 IE T 13 3%
BEINTwiv, FHERORRYIN 2452 ZE L, B
L WEEL B B \IEF DA T DOMBIZ OV T OBEEER &
ERETELEEZLND.

RS, BAREGDANNOEGE~O@EH S EELRREL &
%, RKIFZEIC B A EMORME L 70 ZEOLEM L,
BHONEBLOZENLOMETIMKET S, F/2, XF
DA O T, by 7YY U RMEIZX ) FHEN
RHMBE S LI NS, WY, AT 2 e 3
TR A 7 LT, MRERAR E OB LY, BT S
PR E S NZHEIICER L2, SRR 25
BADH L., INLOERICH LTS FEND T %
RELZWEGEDRD L. RIFFEClE, LHERICL2FHE
B H|E#E L | T Fixation map # W TW5b, FH M
%, BEHIT — 2 L )V ERT A LA, TOBREMERN
WOA%HTEOEEFEREEZER T LI LIIEETH
5. ZCT, BEHROROGHEAT ) HE, FORITK
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LU S B L b L2 b A, Wil L E
HLOD (B FP B W 0 BEAR P I D T, R AL ER 12
B2 @ROWHEERE (HATHEEESICEb by T8y
B EHALEE) DSTECHG L Twah EEZ 5N 949 f]
ZAE, BMELHEEMPGEL, TRl T 5 Lt L
WAL E, NROMEEREEOEVICLY, EEEEHB X
OEG BIBAZEET 256055 W RMENEZ bND., it
FFRETE, BEEELZOBEOSML I EHRL TS
0, 1285 X =F1ZDOWTOREWDTE L, BT
RO EZ b2 L) R TOFEUIEL b, 12
FRBEIED CHFEMEDOSWEIETIE, B O OHAH 2
EROEREM SR 22 WSS H 5. LT, S0
M % %E L 72\ Fixation map & 8FETF & OFELE O
BICEEPH LI L FRENS. 4%IE, Thboo
ZHNEZE L, FREEROFRT I AN E 0B
BRIC X 2R H L O E REFIEOYEEIC OV THKR
LTV FETH .

$7:, BAREGOFEHEEOHE R, HEhoYEOhL
BLRESOHELOMMET L. b, ava—%
Y a BT AWK OAREN R ETH ) 0™, 2
o DIFR~NDEBDPIFTE 5.
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