RIGRY RFBEMERE 7 —RE 15

2010 4% 3 H

SEXDEMRERLTIBERRE

- PEFEO M2 RKEEF B

¥

IZDOWTOE = FEER -

ez
"RIGRFERFHERRERSE L & —

Understanding of Ambiguous Sentences and Acoustic Features

—An acoustic experiment about an ambiguous Chinese sentence —

Xiaoan YANG*

* Research and Development Center for Higher Education, Nagasaki University

Abstract

In this paper, by the method of Experimental Phonetics, we analyzed an ambiguous Chinese sentence (Zamen
xinggitian dou qu kan dianying).This sentence has two meanings. One meaning is “They all go to the movies
Sunday”. Another meaning is “They go to the movies every Sunday”. Through analysis, we found that the
semantic distinction of the two meanings is reflected in the change of fundamental frequency and duration. When
the fundamental frequency of "dou" rises, and its duration is prolonged, this sentence is understood as “They all
go to the movies Sunday”. In reverse, when the fundamental frequency of "dou" falls, and its duration is shortened,
this sentence is understood as “They go to the movies every Sunday”.
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