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The Get-Passive in the Eighteenth-Century English
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(1) Ludovicus Sorbonensis makes this entirely an affair of the body (Greek) as he callsit — but heis
deceived: the soul and body are joint-sharers in every thing they get: A man cannot dress, but his
ideas get cloth’d at the same time; (Sterne Bk. IX Ch. XII1, p. 252 [1759-67])

(2)  He hath here a parlour and ante-chamber to himself, where he gets drunk with whom he pleases:
(Fielding BK. XVIII Ch. 13, p. 372 [1749]) [get = ‘become’]
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<acquainted>
He made no doubt but that Lady Bellaston knew where his angel was, so he thought it most likely
that some of her servants should be acquainted with the same secret. Partridge therefore was
employed to get acquainted with those servants, in order to fish this secret out of them. (Fielding
Bk. X111 Ch. 9, p. 73[1749])

<cloth’d>
Ludovicus Sorbonensis makes this entirely an affair of the body (Greek) as he calls it — but he is
deceived: the soul and body are joint-sharers in every thing they get: A man cannot dress, but his
ideas get cloth’d at the same time; and if he dresses like a gentleman, every one of them stands
presented to his imagination, genteelized along with him — so that he has nothing to do, but take
his pen, and write like himself. (Sterne Bk. IX Ch. XIIl1, p. 252 [1759-67])

<covered>
the more we tried to get up, the more deeper we got covered with the nastiness, — and my new
Lyons negligee, too, quite spoilt! — however, it's well we got up at al, for we might have laid there
till now, for aught you al cared; nobody never came near us. (Burney Vol. | Letter 16, p. 65[1778])

<discharged>
“O, maam,” cries Honour, “your la'ship may trust that to me; we servants very well know how to
obtain this favour of our masters and mistresses; though sometimes, indeed, where they owe us
more wages than they can readily pay, they will put up with all our affronts, and will hardly take any
warning we can give them; but the squire is none of those; and since your la'ship is resolved upon
setting out to-night, | warrant | get discharged this afternoon.” It was then resolved that she should
pack up some linen and a night-gown for Sophia, with her own things, (Fielding Bk. VIl Ch. 7, p.
362 [1749])

<engaged>
Asmy father's India handkerchief wasin his right coat pocket, he should by no means have suffered
his right hand to have got engaged : on the contrary, instead of taking off his wig with it, as he did,
he ought to have committed that entirely to the left; (Sterne Bk. I11 Ch. 11, p. 6 [1759-67])

<foisted>
There is nothing in it out of doors and in broad day-light, where a woman has a power, physicaly
speaking, of viewing a man in more lights than one — but here, for her soul, she can see him in no
light without mixing something of her own goods and chattels along with him — till by reiterated
acts of such combination, he gets foisted into her inventory — And then good night. (Sterne Bk.
VIII Ch. V1L, p. 127 [1759-67])

<introduced>
She found means to deceive the servants, and get introduced as an unfortunate lady, who wanted to
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complain of some matrimonial grievances, it being my grandfather’s particular province to decidein
all cases of scandal. (Smollett Ch. 1, p. 8[1748])

<married>
“That may be the mode,” cried Moses, “in sublimer compositions; but the Ranelagh songs that come
down to us are perfectly familiar, and all cast in the same mold: Colin meets Dolly, and they hold a
dialogue together; he gives her afairing to put in her hair, and she presents him with a nosegay; and
then they go together to church, where they give good advice to young nymphs and swains to get
married asfast asthey can.” (Goldsmith Ch. 17, p. 78 [1766])

<untied>
"Tis God’s mercy, quoth he (to himself) that Mrs. Shandy has had so bad a time of it, — else she
might have been brought to bed seven times told, before one half of these knots could have got
untied. — But here you must distinguish — the thought floated only in Dr. Slop’s mind, without
sail or ballast to it, (Sterne Bk. 111 Ch. IX, p. 20 [1759-67])
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<untied>
"Tis God's mercy, quoth he (to himself) that Mrs. Shandy has had so bad a time of it, — else she
might have been brought to bed seven times told, before one half of these knots could have got
untied. — But here you must distinguish — the thought floated only in Dr. Slop’s mind, without
sail or ballast to it, (Sterne Bk. 111 Ch. IX, p. 20 [1759-67])
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<acquainted>
He made no doubt but that Lady Bellaston knew where his angel was, so he thought it most likely
that some of her servants should be acquainted with the same secret. Partridge therefore was
employed to get acquainted with those servants, in order to fish this secret out of them. (Fielding
Bk. X111 Ch. 9, p. 73[1749])

<engaged>
Asmy father's India handkerchief wasin his right coat pocket, he should by no means have suffered
his right hand to have got engaged : on the contrary, instead of taking off his wig with it, as he did,
he ought to have committed that entirely to the left; (Sterne Bk. I11 Ch. 11, p. 6 [1759-67])

<introduced>
She found means to deceive the servants, and get introduced as an unfortunate lady, who wanted to
complain of some matrimonial grievances, it being my grandfather’s particular province to decide in
all cases of scandal. (Smollett Ch. 1, p. 8 [1748])

<married>
“That may be the mode,” cried Moses, “in sublimer compositions; but the Ranelagh songs that come
down to us are perfectly familiar, and al cast in the same mold: Colin meets Dolly, and they hold a
dialogue together; he gives her afairing to put in her hair, and she presents him with a nosegay; and
then they go together to church, where they give good advice to young nymphs and swains to get
married asfast asthey can.” (Goldsmith Ch. 17, p. 78 [1766])
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<covered>
the more we tried to get up, the more deeper we got covered with the nastiness, — and my new
Lyons negligee, too, quite spoilt! — however, it's well we got up at all, for we might have laid there
till now, for aught you all cared; nobody never came near us. (Burney Vol. | Letter 16, p. 65 [1778])
<discharged>
“O, ma am,” cries Honour, “your la'ship may trust that to me; we servants very well know how to
obtain this favour of our masters and mistresses; though sometimes, indeed, where they owe us
more wages than they can readily pay, they will put up with all our affronts, and will hardly take any
warning we can give them; but the squire is none of those; and since your la'ship is resolved upon
setting out to-night, | warrant | get discharged this afternoon.” It was then resolved that she should
pack up some linen and a night-gown for Sophia, with her own things, (Fielding Bk. VII Ch. 7, p.
362 [1749])
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<engaged>
Asmy father's India handkerchief wasin his right coat pocket, he should by no means have suffered
his right hand to have got engaged: on the contrary, instead of taking off his wig with it, as he did,
he ought to have committed that entirely to the left; (Sterne Bk. I11 Ch. 11, p. 6 [1759-67])
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<introduced>
She found means to deceive the servants, and get introduced as an unfortunate lady, who wanted to
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complain of some matrimonial grievances, it being my grandfather’s particular province to decidein
all cases of scandal. (Smollett Ch. 1, p. 8[1748])
<married>

“That may be the mode,” cried Moses, “in sublimer compositions; but the Ranelagh songs that come
down to us are perfectly familiar, and all cast in the same mold: Colin meets Dolly, and they hold a
dialogue together; he gives her afairing to put in her hair, and she presents him with a nosegay; and
then they go together to church, where they give good advice to young nymphs and swains to get
married asfast asthey can.” (Goldsmith Ch. 17, p. 78 [1766])
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<acquainted>

It was my lot first of all to fall into pretty good company in London, which does not always happen
to such loose and misguided young fellows as | then was; the devil generally not omitting to lay
some snare for them very early; but it was not so with me. | first got acquainted with the master of
a ship who had been on the coast of Guinea; (Defoe Ch. 2, p. 12 [1719])0 Egad, he's the prince of
brokers, | think. | wonder how Moses got acquainted with so honest a fellow. (Sheridan IV. i, p.
271 [1777])0 “Willoughby! 1 think | have heard the name. Pray, Ma am, is he married?’ “Lord,
no, that he is not,” cried Miss Branghton; “he looks too smart by a great deal for a married man.
Pray, cousin, how did you get acquainted with him?’ “Pray, Miss,” said young Branghton, in the
same breath, “what’s his business?” (Burney Vol. Il Letter 16, p. 207 [1778])0 Mrs. Dashwood
now took pains to get acquainted with him. Her manners were attaching, and soon banished his
reserve. (Austen Ch. 3, p. 16 [1811])
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<be-virtu'd> <be-pictured> <be-butterflied> <be-fiddled>
But desire of knowledge, like the thirst of riches, increases ever with the acquisition of it. The more
my uncle Toby pored over his map, the more he took a liking to it! — by the same process and
electrical assimilation, as | told you, through which | ween the souls of connoisseurs themselves, by
long friction and incumbition, have the happiness, at length, to get al be-virtu'd — be-pictured, —
be-butterflied, and be-fiddled. (Sterne Bk. Il Ch. 111, p. 144 [1759-67])
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<entangled>
"Tis a point settled, — and | mention it for the comfort of Confucius, (Mr Shandy is supposed to
mean...., Esg; member for..., — and not the Chinese Legidlator.) who is apt to get entangled in
telling a plain story — that provided he keeps along the line of his story, — he may go backwards
and forwards as he will, — "tis still held to be no digression. (Sterne Bk. V Ch. XXV, p. 78) [1759-
67])

googd

gobomboboobodb get-000D0O0DLDOget-0U00O0DODDODDODDOOOOOO
gobooboobbooboobbooobooboon
UdbDeet-D000MO0ODOO0OODDOOODLODOOOOOOOOODDDDODOOO



Mooooo get-000

™

oo oodooobobooooobooooobooboobboobouoobooboon
0 0O O acquainted, cloth’d, covered, discharged, engaged, foisted, introduced, married, untied O
oo oooboobobbbbbbbbbbobddddeet-0 000 O
oo oo oo uoooooooo
O00introduced 0 married DO 0000000000 OOOOOOOOOOOO0OO get-
goooboooobboooobooobobuoooboooo
0ooMobbeget-U00b0obbb0Ob0b0obU0bUObdbDelogoog
ddddddtbeet-00ddoooogg
Dadddodoodooobooobouoobooooooooboooboooooooao
ObOODOOO0OOOb-000000000000OD0O0OODO0O0ODO0O0ODO0ODOOODOOOO
get-U 0000000000000 OUOOoOLDO
Ochddoouoooobuoobobuooboooboboooobuooobouooooooao
Jddddoo0odpoooooodoooonoodoooobDoooooooan
UeJ000O0O0OODOODODOOOODONsstaspectl OO0 OO0 OO ODDOOOODOOOOOO
oo ooobobobbbbbb@mboobodd get- OO0 bO
gbodooboboooobooobouoooboooboooooooon

O00oMbbd eet-0 D0 00O0O0ODODDOOODODO0OODDOODOOOget-00DO0OO get-
gbodoooooooboooobuooboboobboooobouoobobooobouooon
goooooooooooooooa

oo

0000000000 @oO00000000get 0 0000000000000 DO0O0OO0
00oo0o0oo* vee 00000000

0000000000000 0DenisondINO0pMIO00000000get0000O00
0000000000000000% He got so embarrassed.” 0000 gt 00000
0000000 The Suez Cand got blocked.” D0 D0D0O000 gt 00000000 get
0000000000000000000000000000get-000000000
00 0000cf. Leech et a. 00100 pII I

OO0Feshe0NO00DO00000NO0000 get-00000000000000000O0
00000000000 0000000000000000000000000000
0oooo0ooooo

OOwirthe 0000000000000 0000D0MOD0pMINOO0O0OO0

000000000000 0000000000pMI0000000000get0 000
000000000000D0000grammaticdizz 000000000 SamuelsOO100
pDIMO 000 00O 000100 ppll 4000 Gronemeyer O[T TTIID FleisherDOTOO OO O OO

0 O cf. OED (s.v. get v. 33), Gronemeyer (1999, pp. 19-29).

0 O cf. Strang (1970, pp. 150-151), Fleisher (2006, pp. 227, 230-231).



o o0 o0 O

X

O O cf. Denison (1998, p. 181), Romaine (1998, p. 2).

OO0c.000000 (1984, p. 443), Mair (2006, p. 114).

(00 cf. Visser (1963-73, p. 2031), Mair (2006, pp. 111-117). 0 O Leech et al. (2009, pp. 154-158)0 [
0000 get-0 0000000 be-ODODODOOOODODOODOODODOO

oo obobbbobbobbboddddoooooooobbo
gobbooooooobbooobbooomobobbboooooouogoboboo
0000000000000 D0O00GronemeyerDTT0 plM Huddleston and Pullum
00100 ppllIOff FleisheDOT OO p O 0000000 ODOOOODOO

Moo bbeet-0 0o doobboooooob o
0 O scal ped] (1T 1] recommended] (TTT1T] slamm’ dJ (11100 paid) (T expel I’ d T
fuddled] [(TTT1T] mobb’ dJ[TTTIT] reproved] (TTT1T] kicked] T T hustl’ d1 (TTTI1] scattered
OO0 o00o0DoDOoDOdOdDoo00odoOooOooOoDODodcf. Fleisher 2006, pp.
231, 239, 243-244(1]

Moo o dobd eet-0 000 get-U 0D 000000 OODOODODOOODOOO
0000000000000 0000O00O0 Richardson, PamelalITT100 Smollet, Roderick
RandomO[TTT100 Fielding, Tom JonesOIT10 Sterne, Tristram ShandyOOT 410 0 O O
gododoooooooobobobobobon

M4 cf. MarO 10O pI

MO FeshedI N0 pMMOIO0 0 000000 get-0 DO DO OO OOOODOODODOOO
dodooooooobboboboboboon

0000000000000 000000Obackgroundingd DO O ODOODOODOOOOO
O000Oby-00000000000D0OODO0OADO cf. Jespersen 1924, pp. 167-68; Denison 1993,
pp. 414150 000000000 by-00OD0OODOOOOOOODOODOODOODOODOO
godooooooobobobobbobobobbooooo

MO00D0000000000000000 getmarried 0 get-0 00000000 0OO0OCf.
Biber et al. 1999, p. 48111

MOMO0000D0000 acquainted 00000 get 000D O00OD0DO0OOD0OOOOOget-000
godooooooobbbobbbobobboobtbtboddooooooooL
0000D0MOO0D0O0D0O0000D0O“About this time | got acquainted with a Country-
Gentleman, of asmall paternal Estate” Paltock, Peter Wilkins, 1751. [Fleisher 2006, p. 239] (1]

gogogad

gooooooogoo

Congreve, William. 1700. The Way of the World: a Comedy. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1965.

Berkeley, George. 1710. A Treatise Concerning the Principles of Human Knowledge. Oxford: The
Clarendon Press, 1901.

Addison, Joseph & Richard Steele. 1711-14. The Spectator, Vols. [-V (March 1711-December 1712,
June-December 1714). Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1987.



Mooooo get-000

™

Defoe, Danidl. 1719. Robinson Crusoe (Oxford World's Classics). Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1999.

Swift, Jonathan. 1726. Gulliver’s Travels. Boston: Bedford Books of St. Martin's Press, 1995.

Gay, John. 1728. The Beggar’s Opera (Penguin Classics). Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1986.

Pope, Alexander. 1729-35. The Correspondence of Alexander Pope, Vol. 111 . Oxford: The Clarendon
Press, 1956.

Richardson, Samuel. 1740. Pamela, Vols. | & Il (Everyman’s Library No. 683 & 684). London: Dent,
1973.

Smollett, Tobias. 1748. The Adventures of Roderick Random (Oxford World's Classics). Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 1999.

Fielding, Henry. 1749. The History of Tom Jones: a Foundling, Vols. 111-V out of The Complete Works
of Henry Fielding, Sixteen Vols. New York: Barnes & Noble, 1967.

Gray, Thomas. 1756-65. Correspondence of Thomas Gray, Vol. Il: 1756-65. Oxford: The Clarendon
Press, 1971.

Sterne, Laurence. 1760-67. The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman, \ols. I-1V. New
York: AMS Press, 1970.

Walpole, Horace. 1764. The Castle of Otranto (Oxford World's Classics). Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1982.

Goldsmith, Oliver. 1766. The Vicar of Wakefield (Oxford World’'s Classics). Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1999.

Johnson, Samudl. 1775. “A Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland” in Dr. Johnson’'s Works, \ol.
IX (New York: AMS Press, 1970), pp. 1-161.

Cowley, Hannah. 1776. The Runaway. New York: Garland, 1979.

Sheridan, Richard. 1777. “The School for Scandal ” in The Plays of Richard Brindey Sheridan (The
World's Classics, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1951), pp. 205-315.

Burney, Fanny (Frances). 1778. Evelina (The World's Classics). Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1982.

White, Gilbert. 1789. The Natural History of Selborne (Penguin Classics). Harmondsworth: Penguin
Books, 1987.

Austen, Jane. 1811. Sense and Sensibility. Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1933.

gooooooogooo

Biber, Douglas. et a. 1999. Longman Grammar of Spoken and Written English. Harlow: Pearson
Education.

Buchanan, James. 1762. “The British Grammar” in A Reprint Series of Books Relating to the English
Language, Vol. 13, ed. by Takanobu Otsuka (Tokyo: Nan'un-do, 1968), pp. 115-360.

Carter, Ronald and Michad McCarthy. 1999. “The English Get-Passive in Spoken Discourse:
Description and Implications for an Interpersonal Grammar.” English Language and Linguistics 3-1,
pp. 41-58.

Collins, Peter. 1996. “ Get-Passivesin English.” World Englishes 15-1, pp. 43-56.



o o0 o0 O

X

Denison, David. 1993. English Historical Syntax: Verbal Constructions. New York: Longman.

_.1998. “Syntax” in The Cambridge History of the English Language, Vol. IV: 1776-1997, ed.
by Suzanne Romaine (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press), pp. 92-329.

Fleisher, Nicholas. 2006. “The Origin of Passive Get.” English Language and Linguistics 10-2, pp.
225-252.

Gronemeyer, Claire. 1999. “On Deriving Complex Polysemy: the Grammaticalization of Get.” English
Language and Linguistics 3-1, pp. 1-39.

Hatcher, Anna Granville. 1949. “To Be/ Get Invited.” Modern Language Notes 64, pp. 433-446.

Huddleston, Rodney and Geoffrey Pullum. 2002. The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Jespersen, Otto. 1924. The Philosophy of Grammar . London: George Allen & Unwin.

_.1931. AModern English Grammar on Historical Principles, Part IV. Heidelberg: Carl Winter.

Leech et a. (Leech, Geoffrey, Marianne Hundt, Christian Mair and Nicholas Smith.) 2009. Change in
Contemporary English: a Grammatical Sudy. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Lowth, Robert. 1769. “A Short Introduction to English Grammar” in A Reprint Series of Books
Relating to the English Language, Vol. 13, ed. by Takanobu Otsuka (Tokyo: Nan'un-do, 1968), pp.
5-113.

Mair, Christian. 2006. Twentieth-Century English: History, Variation and Standardization. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Murray, Lindley. 1795. “English Grammar, Adapted to the Different Classes of Learners” in A Reprint
Series of Books Relating to the English Language, Vol. 19, ed. by Takanobu Otsuka (Tokyo:
Nan’un-do, 1971), pp. 5-322.

OED = James A. H. Murray et a. (eds.), The Oxford English Dictionary, 2nd ed. Oxford: Clarendon
Press, 1989.

Poutsma, Hendrik. 1926. A Grammar of Late Modern English, Part Il Section Il . Groningen: P.
Noordhoff.

Priestley, Joseph. 1762. “ A Course of Lectures on the Theory of Language, and Universal Grammar”
in A Reprint Series of Books Relating to the English Language, Vol. 14, ed. by Takanobu Otsuka
(Tokyo: Nan'un-do, 1971), pp. 139-273.

. 1769. “The Rudiments of English Grammar, Adapted to the Use of Schools” in A Reprint
Series of Books Relating to the English Language, Vol. 14, ed. by Takanobu Otsuka (Tokyo:
Nan’un-do, 1971), pp. 5-137.

Quirk, Randolf et al. 1985. A Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language. Harlow: Longman.

Romaine, Suzanne. 1998. “Introduction” in The Cambridge History of the English Language, Vol. IV:
1776-1997, ed. by Suzanne Romaine (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press), pp. 1-56.

Samuels, M. L. 1972. Linguistic Evolution: with Special Reference to English. London: Cambridge
University Press.

Strang, Barbara. 1970. A History of English. London: Methuen.

Visser, F. Th. 1963-73. An Historical Syntax of the English Language. Three Parts, Four Volumes.
Leiden: E. J. Brill.



Mooooo get-000

Wanner, Anja. 2009. Deconstructing the English Passive. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.

0000000000 Oo0oI@mo0000mooooooo

goboobo bDohomhmoboooboboobobooobo

0000 Ooo0o0odoooo—000nDono: agentivity DODOOOOOOOO
gogboobboobmoooboobomonb M ppl M0





