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On Aspects of “Journal Communities” Contributing to Environmental Studies
— Empirical Analysis of the Composition and Transition of Members of Editorial Committee —

Kei SUKITA and Kazunori HAYANAGI

Abstracts

In this paper, we focus on “Journal Communities” and trace the transition of environmental studies from
the standpoint of organization theory. We investigated one aspect of this transition by an empirical analysis of
number and types of journal articles and found a clear-cut structure of “ center and periphery” in the field of
environmental studies. Now, we address “journal communities” which are the matrices of journal articles. We
picked up five interdisciplinary “journal communities” which contribute to this academic field and analyzed the
composition and transition of members of editorial committee empirically. In consequence, we revealed that most
of them are specialists of engineering, agriculture, and social sciences as practical fields. On the other hand,
specialists of humanities are hardly elected to the members of editorial committee of interdisciplinary
environmental “ journal communities”.
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