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Abstract The aim of this study was to analyze the factors related to nurses’ attitudes toward termi-
nal care using the Japanese version of the Frommelt attitudes toward care of the dying scale (FATCOD-
B-J) and the scale of views on life and death.

A self-administered questionnaire survey was conducted on 368 nurses working at general hospitals
within the prefecture. Of these, responses obtained from 269 (response rate, 72.8%; valid response rate,
99.6%) were analyzed.

From the present findings, it was elucidated that “number of terminal patients cared for”, “specialty
areas experienced”, “experience with the death of someone close to them”, and “feeling of satisfaction
obtained from terminal care” of the nurses themselves affected the positivity of their attitudes toward
terminal care. With regard to views on life and death, these nurses had a tendency to not avoid thinking

about death or regard death as simply a release from burden and suffering.
Health Science Research 21(2): 43-50, 2009
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