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Abstract

This article discovers that made-in-Japan decorative tiles (majolica tiles) were distrib-
uted and utilized as construction and furniture materials before WWII in Stonetown of
Zanzibar, Tanzania. Historical interaction of people, goods and information between Japan
and Africa has been described since 1960s, however, there are few studies on trading of in-
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dustrial products beyond the Indian and Pacific oceans, between African Continent and
Asia. Research at two curio-shops suggests possibility of Japanese tiles were used in the
town between 1920s and 1940s. Old Japanese tiles are found re-used as decoration of hotel
walls and assembly parts of (Indian-) British style furniture nowadays. Broken pieces of tile
among construction rubble on the seashore of the town include majolica And archaeologi-
cal research at two cemeteries proves the fact that tiles produced by Japanese tile manu-
factures — Danto Kaisha in Awaji-shima, Sato Tile Works in Gifu, Saji Tile Works, Fujimi-
yaki Tile Works, Tsukiboshi Kentosha (M.S Tile Works) and Yamada Tile Works in Na-
goya— covered wall of graves. One example is a tomb of a Sultan family member; the tomb
had used 142 tiles, for decorating walls. Six types of tiles were adopted, most of which are
confirmed as those produced by Sato Tile company by archaeological research methods.
Authors are convinced that Japanese majolica tiles were imported for decorating construc-
tions in Stonetown of Zanzibar in 1920s at the earliest, even though those are mostly re-
moved during the second half of 20" century.
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