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Mediaeval Myanmar celadon traded in the Indian Ocean

Tatsuo Sasaki (Kanazawa University)
Takenori Nogami (Nagasaki University)

Abstract

At the end of the 20th century, the production and type of Myanmar ceramics were
discovered. Before its discovery, Myanmar celadon were believed to be pottery produced
in Thailand. We excavated Myanmar celadon at the archaeological sites in the Arabian
Peninsula and the Indian Ocean countries. The age of those celadon was during the latter
half of the 14th century and the first half of the 16th century. So, we discovered the history
of mass distribution to various parts of the Indian Ocean in the medieval times. Ceramics
from Myanmar were not accidentally brought to the Indian Ocean countries but one of the
major products of the Indian Ocean maritime trading system. The Myanmar celadon were
already discovered in the Indian Ocean region such as India, Iran, the United Arab Emir-
ates, Bahrain, Oman and Yemen. The newly collected piece of Myanmar celadon dish on
the Kilwa island coast of Tanzania is valuable material for considering the distribution ar-
eas.
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