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The First Nurse Station in Japan
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Abstract In 1857, Pompe von Meerderfort, a Dutch doctor, established a medical school in Nagasaki.
There, the most recent European educational lectures were introduced, including those on science, basic
medicine, and clinical medicine. In 1861, he established a hospital for clinical education, called
"Youjousho". Male nurses were included in the hospital staff. Pompe's proposal for hospital construc-
tion to the Tokugawa feudal government included the name of nurse stations, but no plan for them was
found.

In 1871 Meiji 14 , an infectious disease hospital was established, and one half of the Youjousho hos-
pital was used as part of the new hospital institution. Professor Jungorou Takagi, of Nagasaki Medical
College, reproduced a plan for the infectious disease hospital, in which, apparently a nurse station was
described. This model was supposed to modify the Dutch military hospital and municipal hospital de-

sign. This nurse station model is the first one in Japan.
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