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What Kind of Gender Role Did They Recognize from the
Home Economics Textbook ?
— By the Survey on the Teachers of Sociology, Science, Physical Education,

and Home Economics —

Takako KOSHIMIZU + Midori OTAKE - Sachiko AOKT -
Naoko ISHIKAWA - Asako SATO

Summary

Our previous study revealed the correlation and tendency between the description
of Home Economics textbook and the students’ development of affirmative and
negative opinions towards gender role. Whether or not the teacher teaching the
students has the ability to recognize any illustrations that imply ideas of gender role
1s critical related to providing gender equal education using such teaching materials.

We asked the teachers to describe their opinions of two pages from different
textbooks. The materials described participation in child-rearing differently, with
one page including a sketch of “child and mother,” and the other page containing a
photograph of “child and father.” @ By sex, women recognized the lurking idea of
gender role in illustrations and photographs more than men. @ By teaching subject,
teachers in charge of Sociology and Home Economics tended to have a negative
opinion towards gender role. @ By experience of gender study, teachers that had
experience of teaching gender at class tended to express negative opinions on gender
role.

The fact that descriptions of textbook influences opinion development evidently
explains the importance to deny gender role and include descriptions that have a

gender equal perspective.
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