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ASurveyofJuniorHigh SchooITeachers'
AttitudestowardsPrimaryEnglishEducation

中学校英語教師を対象とした小学校英語に対する意識調査

TonyBrown

1ntroduction

JapanhasbeensomewhatslowerthansomeofitsneighboursinintroducingEnglish

atprimarylevel.ForexampletheChineseEducationMinistrymandatesEnglish

studyfromthirdgrade,andrequiresprimaryschoolstudentstohaveatleastfour

periodsofEnglishperweek(Cheng2002).southKoreaintroducedcompulsory

Englisheducationinprlmaryschoolin1997,mandating2hoursperweek,alsofrom

thirdgrade.(Kachru&Nelson2006:177).InTaiwan,primaryschoolEnglishwas

introducedcompulsorilyin2005,alsofromthirdgrade,accordingtotheTaiwanese

MinistryofEducation.Similarly,apublicationbytheBritish Council(2004),

reportedthatEnglishwasarequiredsubjectinElementarySchoolinHongKong,

IndiaandMalaysla.Inthelightofthis,therefわre,itis,tomanypeople,aquestionof

notif,butwhen,Japanwillfわllowsuit.

JuniorHigh SchooIEnglishteachersareamongthosemostaffectedbythedecision,if

andwhenitcomes,toeithermakeEnglishacompulsorysubjectatPrimarylevel,

continuewithitscurrentstatusasanoptionalelementinthe"sogotekinagakushuno

jikan",oreventoreturntothepre-2002positionofhavingnoEnglishtaughtinstate-

runschoolsuntilthebeginningofJuniorHigh.Undertheoldsystem,JuniorHigh

SchoolEnglishteacherscouldassumethatfirst-yearstudentswerestartingwithno

formalEnglishinstruction,andcouldplantheirclassesaccordingly.Sincethen,the

watershavebecomemuddiedsomewhat,inthatPrimarySchoolprlnCiplesarenowin

apositiontodecidehowmuch(ifany)Englishinstructionistobegivenaswellasby

whomitwillbetaught.

ThisstudyaimstoexamineJuniorHighSchoolTeachers'attitudestoPrimary

Englisheducation.Inparticularitseekstolearntheirreactionstothefわllowing

questions:

｡ShouldEnglishbetaughtinPrimarySchool,andifso,shoulditbecompulsory,

andwhenshoulditbegin?

･WhichareasshouldbethefbcusfわrPrimaryEnglishinstruction,andwhoshould
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beresponsiblefわrteachingthem?

･WhatarethepotentialadvantagesanddisadvantagesofcompulsoryEnglish

educationatPrimarylevel?

MethodologyandBackgroundlnl=Ormation

Questionnairesweredistributedto67JuniorSchoolEnglishTeacherscurrently

workingatstate-runschoolsinNagasakiPrefecture.Alloftheteacherswere

attendingatwo-WeektrainingcourseincommunicativeteachinginAugust2007.

Thesamplewasessentiallyrandom,inasfarasattendanceisobligatoryforall

teachersforoneoutoffiveacademicyears. Thus,thissamplerepresented

approximately20%ofthepopulation(NagasakiPrefecturepublicJuniorHigh SchooI

Englishteachers).

Thequestionnaireswerekeptasbriefaspossible;asinprevioussurveys(Brown

2006a,Brown2007),onasinglesideofA4,inordertoallowteacherstocomplete

themduringtheirbreak.ThisprovidedalOO%returnrate,butlimitedtheamount

ofdatathatcouldbegathered.

Problemswithtime(thiswasaonce-a-yearopportunitytohavesuchalargegroupof

teacherstogetherinoneroom)meantthatapilotversionofthequestionnairecould

notbetrialed.Nevertheless,thismethodofresponding(tickingboxes)provedfar

moreeffectivethanthepreviousmethodofhavingteachersrankvariouschoices

(Brown2006a,Brown2007).AddinginstructionsinJapanesewasconsidered,but

thiswouldhavemeantmakingthequestionnairemorethanonepage.Itemswere

chosenonthebasisofinfわrmalconversationswithteachersoverthepastyear.

Oftherespondents48Werefemale,19weremale.Averagelengthofexperiencewas

justoverllyears.

ShouldEngrlShbetaughtinPrimaryschool?

Teacherswereasked,"DoyouthinkEnglishshouldbetaughtinPrimarySchool?"

Optionswere"Yes,asacompulsorysubject","Yes,butasanoptionalsubject"(the

currentsituation),or"No,notatall"(SeeFig.1).

Teacherswereoverwhelminglyinfavourofmaintainingthecurrentstatusquo,With

almost60%expressingtheoplnionthatEnglishshouldremainanoptionalsubjectin

PrimarySchool.

23%ofJuniorHighSchoolteacherscameoutinsupportoftheimplementationof

compulsoryEnglishinPrimarySchool.Thiscompareswithafigureof36.6%of2,234

PrimarySchoolteachersquotedinasurveycarriedoutbytheMinistryofEducation
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in2004(MEXT2005).

Wh enaskedforareasonfortheirchoice,severalteachersgavereasonssuchas"They

muststudyJapanesefirst","PrimaryschoolchildrenshouldlearnJapanese(kanji)
aboveEnglish",and"Theyshouldvaluemothertonguemore".Theredoesseemtobe

afearthattheintroductionofPrimarylevelEnglishwillexacerbatewhatisseenasa

declineinstandardsofJapaneseamongyoungpeople,especiallylnknowledgeof

kanJlandpoliteforms.Nevertheless,thereisnoevidencefrom othercountriesto

showthatstudyingasecondlanguageatanearlyagedisruptstheacquisitionofthe

mothertongue.Itistrue,however,thatifcompulsoryEnglishisintroduced,time

willneedtobefわundfわritinanalreadycrowdedschoolschedule.Iftimedevotedto

othersubjects(especiallythoseseenasdeclining,suchasJapaneseandMathematics)

hastobereducedinordertoaccommodateEnglish,thisislikelytobecontroversial.

Fig.1 ShouldEmglisllbeTauglltinPrimaryScllOO17

WhenshouldwestartEnglisheducationinPrimarySchool?

Manywriters(e.g.Slattery&Willis2001,Cameron2001)haveemphasizedthe

strengthsofchildrenasforeignlanguagelearners(forasummary,seeBrown2006b).

Whileitcouldbearguedthattheearlierwestartthemorelikelywearetobeableto

approximateEnglishacquisitiontothatoftheLl,therestillappearstobeopposition

tostartingfromthefirstgrade.Indeed,Wehaveseenthatthirdgradeisthemost

commonstartingpointinotherAsiancountries.

TeacherswereaskedatwhichgradetheyfeltEnglishEducationshouldbeginin

PrimarySchool(seeFigure2).Opinionswerefairlyevenlyspread,WithGrades3-4

receivingthestrongestsupport.ThiswouldbringJapanintolinewithmanyofits
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Asianneighbours.However,itisworthnotingthat20%ofteacherschosefirstgrade

astheoptimalstarttime.ThiscamesecondtoGrade4,whichaccountedfor23%.

Fig.2 WhenshouldPrimaryEnglisheducationbegin?

AreasofFocus

Teacherswereaskedthequestion,"IfEnglishistaughtinPrimaryschool,whatareas

shouldbefocusedon?",andwereinvitedtochooseuptothreeareasfromalist(see

Fig.3)

Fig.3 Whatareasshouldbefocusedon?

望.I)
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NotsurprlSlngly,SPeakingandlisteningwerebyfarthemostpopularchoices,With

themostcommonlyselectedcombinationsofresponsesbeingSpeaking/Listening/

PronunciationorSpeaking/Listening/Culture.TajinoandWalker(1998:121-122)

foundthatteachingpronunciationwasregardedbyALTsandJTEsasbeingfirstin

termsof"whatstudentsexpectALTstodo",andrankedsecondbythestudents

themselves.NeverthelessaprevioussurveyofJuniorHighSchoolTeachers(Brown

2006)foundthat"improvingstudents'pronunciation"wasrankedlastinalistof

benefitsresultingfromthepresenceoftheALTattheirlevel.

Responsibilityl=OrTeachingEnglishinPrimarySchool

Teacherswereasked"IfEnglishistaughtinPrimaryschool,whoshouldteachit?"

(seeFig,4).ThemostcommonchoiceherewasanEnglishspecialist,eithervisiting

from,forexample,JuniorHigh school,orworkinginPrimaryschool,butteaching

onlyEnglish.ThiswasfわllowedbyALT,andthenateam-teachingsituation,

ThemostworryingfindinghereisthelackofconfidenceexpressedbyJuniorHigh

SchoolteachersaboutPrimarySchoolHomeRoomteachers'abilitytoconductEnglish

classes. Despitethe factthatmultiple selectionswerepermitted,Only two

respondentsselectedtheoption"HomeRoomTeacher".

Medgyes(1992)pointedoutseveraladvantagesofEnglishbeingtaughtbyteachers

whoshareamothertonguewiththeirstudents,1nCludingagreaterabilitytoteach

leaningstrategies,toanticipateproblems,andtoempathisewiththeirstudents'

needs.Moreover,thesimplefactofhavingfluencyintheLlisanadvantagenotto

beundervalued.OneaspectofthisiswhatSlatteryandWillis(2001:12213)referto

as"recasting",thatishearingwhatleamersaretryingtocommunicateintheLl,and

helpingthemtosayitinEnglish.Nevertheless,Medgyes(1992:349)concludesthat

thenon-nativeteacherofEnglishshouldhaveachieved"near-nativeproficiency".Itis

presumablyalackofproficiencyonthepartofhomeroomteacherswhichprecludes

themfrombeingglVenresponsibilityfortakingEnglishclassesintheeyesoftheir

JuniorHighSchoolcounterparts.EvenmoresurprlSlngly,agreaternumberof

respondentsfeltitbettertoputEnglishclassesinthehandsofALTsworkingalone

thanhavethemteam一七eachwiththehomeroomteacher.TajinoandTajino(2000)

pointtothepotentialfb∫synergyofhavingbothanon一mativeandnative-speaking

teacherintheclassroom.WhileitislikelythatmostprlmarySChooIEnglishteachers

havenoteachingqualificationsinEnglish,itisalsothecasethatmostALTshaveno

teachingqualificationsatall.Forthisreasontherestillappearstometobealarge

scopefわrsuchsynergyintheprlmaryEnglishclassroom.
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Fig.4 Whoshouldteachit?

BenefitsofPrimarySchoolEng一ish

Teacherswereasked"WhatdoyouseeasthebiggestpotentialadvantE唱eOfPrimary

schoolEnglish?"(seeFig.5).Optionswere:

｡StudentswillstartJuniorHighSchoolwithasolidknowledgeofbasicEnglish

･StudentswillbemorehighlymotivatedaboutEnglish

●JuniorHighSchoolteacherswillnothavetospendtimeonbasicliteracy

●Studentswillhavegoodpronunciation,havinglearntatanearlyage

Other(pleasespecify)

Ⅰmprovementinstudents'pronunciationwasseenasthebiggestadvantage.Indeed

thereseemstobeageneralconsensusthattheearlierEnglisheducationbegins,the

betterpronunciationwillbecome,WithsomeparentsevengolngaSfarastohave

theirchildrentakepartinEnglishactivities,evenbeforetheyhavestartedtospeak

Japanese.

Theimportanceofpronunciationshouldnotbeoverlooked,evenifwefeel,asmore

andmoreeducatorsdo,thatnative-likeproficiencydoesnotneedtobethegoal,

especiallyatphonemelevel.Indeed,Jenkins(2000,2003),in describingthe

"commoncore"ofpronunciationinEnglishasanInternationalLanguage,emphasizes

theimportanceofstressandintonationformutualcomprehensibility.Furthermore

sheglVeSSeveralexamplesoflossofunderstandingbetweenJapanesespeakersand

otherAsians,resultingfromerrorsinsuchareas,especiallyinthemlSPlacementof

thenuclearstress(Jenkins,2000:43).Ashasalreadybeenmentioned,thepresence
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ofALTshasdonelittletoimprovepronunciationatJuniorHighschoollevel,atleast

accordingtoteachers(Brown2006).Ifrealprogressistobemade,thenphonological

targetsneedtobeset,andmaterialsdevelopedfb∫Primaryteacherstohelpdevelop

studentsinkeyareas,bothreceptivelyandproductively.

Fig.5 Biggestpotentialadvantage

DrawbacksofPrimarySchoo一English
Teacherswereasked"Whatdoyouseeasthebiggestpotentialdisadvantageof

PrimaryschoolEnglish?"(seeFig.6).optionswere:

StudentsmaygettheideathatlearningEnglishmeansonlysongsandgames

StudentsmayhavealreadyhadenoughofEnglishbytheendofPrimaryschool

StudentswillstartJuniorHigh withdifferinglevelsofEnglishknowledge

Studentswillhavetheimpressionitisnotnecessarytostudygrammar

Other(pleasespecify)

Almost20% ofrespondentsfearedthatstudentswouldenterJuniorHighSchool

expectingEnglishclassestoconsistmainlyofsongsandgames,asmayhavebeenthe

caseinPrimaryschool･Howev.er,thelikelywidediscrepancylnStartinglevelsof

studentsenteringJuniorHigh schoolwasseenasthemajordrawbackinintroducing

Englishclasses,accountingfわr54%ofresponses.Theironyhereisthatthemajority

ofteachersfeelthatthecurrentsystemofoptionalEnglishshouldbecontinued.It

seemsincontrovertiblethatanoptionalsystemcreatesamuchgreaterlikelihoodof

suchdiscrepancythanwouldacompulsorysystem.
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ButlerandIino(2005:41)refertotheproblemofthehugevariability,bothinquality

andquantity,ofprimaryEnglisheducationunderthecurrentoptionalsystem.Some

studentsgraduatefiom prlmarySChoolhavingfわllowedastructuredsyllabusbya

combinationofenthusiastichomeroom teachers,ALTsandEnglishspecialists.

Othersmayhavehadonehourpermonthofgamesandsongs,orevennothingatall.

Indeed,thisproblemhasnotescapedthescrutinyoftheMinistryofEducation.A

Ministryspokesman,quotedintheGuardianWeekly(2006),decriedthefactthat

"Englisheducationvariesdependingontheschool...Bymakingthelanguagea

compulsorysubject,Wearehopingtoleveltheplayingfield."Itisforthisreasonthat

oneofhourofcompulsoryEnglisheducationlookslikelytobeintroducedatfifthand

sixthgradesinthenearfuture.

Fig.6 Biggestpotentialdisadvantage

Conc山dingRemarks

ThisinitialstudyshowsthatJuniorHigh Schoolteachersin Nagasakihave

somewhatmixedfeelingsabouttheintroductionofEnglishintothePrimarySchool

curriculum.Most(justover80%)believethatsomefわrmofEnglisheducationisa

goodidea,butshouldnotbeintroduceduntilatleastthirdgrade.Moreover,almost

60%believethatEnglishshouldremainoptional,despitetheobviousproblemsoflack

ofstandardisationthatthisbringsabout(aproblemthatmanyseeasbeingaserious

one).TheyfeelthatEnglishshouldbetaughtbyeitheranEnglishspecialistorby

anALT(evenworkingalone),andgenerallyshowalackofconfidenceinHomeRoom

TeacherstosuccessfullycarryoutEnglishinstruction.Theyhopethatthestudents
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whowillcomeintotheircareatthestartofJuniorHighSchoolwillhaveagrounding

inlistening,speakingandpronunciation,butwouldratherthatreading,writingand

knowledgeofgrammarbeleftuptothemselves.

ClearlythereisworktobedoneifEnglishistobesuccessfullyincorporatedintothe

PrimarySchoolcurriculum.Thereisaneedtogobeyondthecurrentguidelines,and

setcleartargetsfわrteachersandstudentstoworktowards.Materialsneedtobe

standardisedinordertoachievethosetargetsandmustgobeyondmerelygames

and songs,butincludelistening,pronunciation andcommunication activities.

Furthermoreteachersneedtobeidentified,andothersmustbetrainedinorderto

successfullyImplementthesechanges,ratherthanleavingEnglishclassesinthe

handsoftheALT.Inthisway,JuniorHighSchoolteacherswillseePrimaryEnglish

asapositivecontributiontotheirownwork,ratherthanasapotentialproblem.
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