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Overview Detail Contents 
Instructors Yuki Miyamoto, Ph.D. DePaul University 

Byungdug Jun, Ph. D. Nagasaki University 
Course 
Structures 

Autumn Term:  
Moral Issues across Cultures: Atom Bomb Discourse  

December Term:  
Trip to Japan (Nov. 26 through Dec. 10) 

Winter Term:  
Hiroshima Nagasaki in History, Memory, and Discourse  

Time Wednesdays 6:00 – 9:15 p.m. in Chicago 
Thursdays 9:00 – 10:20 a.m. in Nagasaki 

Room Levan Center, Room 401 (Chicago) 
PC-2 in Faculty of Education (Nagasaki)   
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Date Reading Assignments Class Activities Assignments 
Session 1 
Sept. 26 
Introduction: The 
Power of the 
Bombs and 
American Myths 

*Barton Bernstein, “A Postwar 
Myth: 500,000 U.S. Lives Saved” 
from Hiroshima’s Shadow  
*Adam Goodheart,  “The Invasion 
that Never Was” from Hiroshima’s 
Shadow 
* Excerpts from Paul Fussell, 
Thank God for the Atom Bomb 

* Compose 
self-introduction 
paragraph 
* Create 
self-introduction on 
VoiceThread 
* Assign discussion 
leaders from Sessions 
2 on.  

* By next week, 
submit the 
self-introduction 
to the instructor 

Session 2 
October 3 
Road to the 
Bombs—Japanese 
Myths 

* Yui Daizaburo, “Between Pearl 
Harbor and Hiroshima/Nagasaki” 
from Living with the Bomb  
* Excerpts from Saburo Ienaga, 
The Pacific War: 1931-1945. 

* Video, Fog of War 
(dir. Errol Morris, 
2003).  
* Discussion on the 
readings 
* Preparation for the 
first zoom session 
next week  

* Submit the 
self-introduction 
to the other 
institution for 
buddy system 
* Read the 
other ’s 
self-introduction 

Session 3  
October 10 
Religious 
Understanding of 
the Bomb: Roman 
Catholicism and 
True Pure Land 
Buddhism 

* Charles B. Strozier and Laura 
Smich, “Christian Fundamentalism 
and Nuclear Threat”  
* Excerpts from Nagai Takashi, 
The Bells of Nagasaki  
* Testimony by Shigenobu Koji 
(True Pure Land Buddhism priest)  

* Video, Unit 731 (60 
minutes, 1995).  
* 1st  Zoom session: 
Self-introduction 
* Discussion on the 
readings 
 

* Submit your 
buddy request by 
the next week 
 

Session 4 
October 17 
Gender, Race, 
and Ethics 
around the Bomb 

* David Mura, “Asia and Japanese 
Americans in the Postwar Era: The 
White Gaze and the Silenced 
Sexual Subject”  
* Carol Cohn, “Sex and Death in 
the Rational World of Defense 
Intellectuals”  
* Judith Butler, “Introduction,” 
The Frames of War 

* Distribution of the 
final project proposal 
instructions 
* Buddies announced 
* Discussions on the 
readings 

* Initiate the 
conversation 
with one’s buddy 
at the other 
institution 
* Discuss and 
determine the 
text for the 2nd 
zoom session 
[D2L 
Discussions]  
 

Session 5 
October 31 
For the Greater 
Good?: 
Responsibilities 
of Scientists 

* Allen Buchanan, “Judging the 
Past: The Case of the Human 
Radiation Experiments”  
* Sharon Ghamari-Tabrizi, “Book 
Review: A Cold War Colonial 
Science” The Atomic Bombing 
Casualty Commission’s Study of 
Genetic Mutations in the Children 
of Atomic Bomb Survivors”  

* Orientation from 
Ms. Erica Rideaux of 
the Study Abroad 
Office 
* Discuss possible 
discussion questions 
for the 2nd zoom 
session 
* Discussion on the 
readings 

* Think of 
discussion 
questions for the 
2nd zoom 
session, and run 
them with one’s 
buddy 

Session 6 
November 7 
Voices Not yet 
Heard 

* Kouno Fumiyo, Town of Evening 
Calm Country of Cherry Blossoms  
* Terry Tempest Williams, “The 
Clan of One-Breasted Women” 
from Refuge 
* Lisa Yoneyama, “Memory 
Matters: Hiroshima’s Korean Atom 
Bomb Memorial and the Politics of 
Ethnicity” Living with the Bomb 
* Sodei Rinjiro, “Were We the 
Enemy?: American Hibakusha” 
Living with the Bomb 

* 2nd Zoom session to 
discuss on Town of 
Evening Calm 
Country of Cherry 
Blossom 
* Examine the final 
itinerary 
* Discussion on the 
reading 

* Work on the 
final project 
proposal, 
consult one’s 
buddy 
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1. http://www.jsps.go.jp/j-tenkairyoku/index.html
2. https://www.jasso.go.jp/ryugaku/related/kouryu/2016/__icsFiles/

afieldfile/2016/10/06/201610ikedakeiko.pdf
3. https://www.depaul.edu/Pages/default.aspx
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