
Cavity-backed Resistance-loaded Monopole Antenna for Impulse Radar
- Part 2-

Mitsuo TAGUCm*, Yoshitaka MATSUOKA*, Yoichi TOGUcm**, Kazumasa TANAKA*
*Dept. ofElectrical & Electronic Eng., Nagasaki University

1-14 Bunkyo-machi, Nagasaki-shi, 852-8521, Japan
Tel. +81-95-843-7107, Fax. +81-95-846-7379

E-mail: mtaguchi@net.nagasaki-u.ac.jp
** Information Technology Research Center, Omron Corporation

Horikawa-Hogashiiru, Shiokoji-dori, Simogyo-ku, Kyoto-shi,
600-8530 Japan

Abstract

The cavity-backed resistance-loaded planar monopole antenna for the impulse radar is analyzed
by using the electromagnetic simulator "Fidelity" based on the FDTD method. The input
impedance and radiation characteristics show the broadband operation for 1.0 GHz to 4.5 GHz.
Next, the actual gain of the active transmitting antenna consisting of amplifier circuit and monople
antenna is formulated. The scattering parameters of amplifier circuit of the transmitting antenna
are examined by using the circuit simulator "S-nap", and the actual gain ofthis antenna consisting
ofthe amplifier circuit and the monopole antenna is calculated.

Introduction
An antenna must operate effectively over a

wide range of frequencies and have the reduced
ringing within the antenna structure in many
applications such as the impulse radar, which
transmit and receive impulse signal. For the
ground penetrating radar antenna., a T-bar fed slot
antenna has suitable characteristics such as the
wide-band operation of input impedance and the low
multiple reflection without absorber [1], [2].
However, the dimension of this antenna is almost a
half-wavelength at the lowest operating frequency,
therefore it is not small. The cavity-backed
monopole antenna is relatively small in size and used
for the impulse radar [3].

In this paper, the cavity-backed resistance­
loaded monopole antenna is analyzed and its
broadband operations of input impedance and
radiation characteristics are examined for the
frequencies from 0.5 GHz to 4.5 GHz. In the
numerical analysis, the electromagnetic simulator
"Fidelity" based on the finite-difference time-domain
(FDTD) method is used [4]-[6]. Next, the
scattering parameters of amplifier circuit of the
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transmitting antenna are examined by using the
circuit simulator "S-nap" [7], and the actual gain of
this antenna is calculated.

Structure of resistance-loaded monopole antenna
Figure 1 shows the structure of cavity-backed

resistance-loaded planar monopole antenna. The
monopole antenna is located within a rectangular
cavity of Cx = 48 mm by Cy = 44 mm by Cz = 44
mm in dimensions. The conducting plate of30 cm
by 30 cm in size is attached at the aperture of cavity.
In order to improve the impedance characteristics in
the wide frequency range, the planar monopole
antenna is adopted. The length of monopole
antenna L is 36 mm. The resistance R is loaded
between the top of monopole and the wall of cavity
for reducing ringing within antenna structure. In
the numerical analysis ofFDTD method, space steps
are from 1 mm to 4 mm (non-uniform mesh). The
calculation region is 140 mm by 130 mm by 136
mm in dimensions. The perfectly matched layer of
six-layer and fourth-order is used as the absorbing
boundary condition. The resistor is replaced to a
conducting material with conductivity cr such as [8],



The reflected voltages are expressed in terms of the
scattering parameters:

L1z
cr = RI1x!1y , (1)

where, !1x, !1y and Liz are the space steps in the X, y,
and z-direction, respectively.

(11 )

(13)

Then, the average power delivered to the antenna is
expressed as

~ =M IS2J (1-lrJ)ll- rl (14)

L 8Zo 11-S22rLI211-rsr,J .
Since Zg is equal to the characteristic impedance

Zo, r s becomes zero. Then PL is reduced as

From eq. (8), V2- is expressed in terms of ~ ..

V- - S21~~
2 ­

I-S22 r L

is obtained. The average power delivered to the
antenna is expressed as follows.

P, ~ I:~I' (I-lr,I') (12)
o

Zg and Z,: are expressed using r sand r
ln

,

respectively. Therefore,

From eqs. (2) and (9), the voltage ~ at the input
port ofamplifier is obtained as

V=V++V-=V+(I+r)= Z,:~~n (10)
1 1 1 1 In Z + za

g In

(4)

(3)

(2)

r s is the reflection coefficient seen from the input

port of amplifier circuit toward the generator, and
r L is that seen from the output port toward the

antenna. r s, r L are expressed as follows.

r _ Zg -Zo _ ~+

S-Zg+Zo-~-

Fonnulation ofactual gain
Figure 2 shows the equivalent circuit of the

transmitting antenna including the amplifier circuit.
The scattering matrix represents the amplifier circuit.
V/ and V;- are the incident and reflected voltages

at the i-th port (i=l, 2). The input impedance of
amplifier circuit terminated by antenna element is

expressed by Z;:. The voltage ~ at the input

port ofamplifier circuit is given by

r. is the reflection coefficient seen from the
In

generator toward the amplifier circuit terminated
with the antenna. On the other hand, rout is the

reflection coefficient seen from the antenna toward
the amplifier when the input port is terminated by
Zg' Substituting eq. (4) into eqs. (5) and (6),

(15)
~ Jv;J IS2J(I-lrLn

L 8Zo !1-s22rLI2
The gain of amplifier circuit Ga is defined as the

ratio between the power delivered to the antenna and
the input power to the amplifier circuit. Therefore,
Ga is summarized as follows.

IS2112 (1-lrL 1

2)
Ga = 2 (16)

4!I-Sn rL !

Let Gd be the directivity of antenna element, the

actual gain ofactive antenna is expressed as
(7)

(6)

(5)

(8)

are obtained. Therefore, from eqs. (7) and (8), r;n
is summarized as follows,

(17)

Numerical and experimental results
Figure 3 show the calculated and measured
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Fig. 1 Cavity-backed resistance-loaded monopole
antenna. L=36mm

~v;

-+v;............ " " .. " ....... " ..

L ......../

I /

4~ "--_f--_---->.:>,,,..._...._...---"....;ffCz
feed point

Cx=48rrnn, Cy=44rrnn,

Cz==44rrnn, L=36rrnn

In:)nopole

antenna

i

Cy

v;-+
_.... _. :yJ-.~

.-E----,--- ex--~.
resistor

[3] T. E. McEwan: "Impulse radar with swept range",
United States Patent, nO.5,805, 110, Sept. 1998.

[4]K. S. Yee: ''Numerical solution of initial
boundary value problems using Maxwell's
equations in isotropic media", IEEE Trans.
Antennas and Propagat., vol.AP-14, ppJ02-307,
May 1966.

[5] A Taflove: "Computational Electrodynamics
The Finite-Difference Time-Domain Method",
ArtechHouse, Norwood, MA, 1995.

[6] "Fidelity user's manual, Release 1.2", Zeland
software Inc., May 1998.

[7] "S-nap for Window user's manual", MEL Co.,
March 1998.

[8] A Taflove: "Advances in Computational
Electromagnetics The Finite-Difference
Time-Domain Method", Artech House, Norwood,
MA, 1998.

Conclusion
The cavity-backed resistance-loaded planar

monopole antenna has been analyzed and its
broadband operation of the input impedance and
radiation characteristics has been shown for the
frequencies from 1.0 GHz to 4.5 GHz. The actual
gain of the transmitting antenna consisting of the
amplifier circuit and planar monopole antenna has
been calculated. The amplifier circuit will have to
be optimized in order to improve the actual gain
characteristics of transmitting antenna for impulse
radar.

input impedance characteristics of antenna with the
monopole width W = 24 mm. The loaded
resistance is 100 n or 220 n. The calculated input
impedances agree well with the measured results.
Figure 4 show the calculated input impedance for the
monopole width W = 36 mm. The loaded

resistance is 68 n, 82 n or 100 n. Figure 5 show
the calculated input impedance characteristics for the
loaded resistance R = 100 n. The width of
monopole antenna is from 12 mm to 36 mm.
Figure 6 shows the directivity characteristics for W =
24 mm and W = 36 mm. The directivity of this
antenna is from 4 dBi to 8.5 dBi for the frequencies
from 0.5 GHz to 4.5 GHz. Figure 7 and 8 show the
electric field radiation patterns in the xz- and
yz-plane, respectively. When W= 36 mm and R =
68 n, the input impedance and radiation
characteristics show the broadband operation for 1.0
GHz to 4.5 GHz.

Figure 9 shows the amplifier circuit of
transmitting antenna. Figure 10 shows the
calculated scattering parameters of amplifier circuit.
Figure 11 shows the calculated actual gain of
transmitting antenna. Due to the mismatching of
impedance between the amplifier circuit and the
monopole antenna, the actual gain deteriorates.

Amplifier

[8]
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Fig. 3 Input impedance characteristics. W=24mm
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Fig. 4 Calculated input impedance characteristics. W=36mm
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Fig. 6 Calculated directivity characteristics.

- -Eo -E,p
z z

Htim~~fflHiiX f-t-t-t+-t+~I:O#t+++++HX

1GHz

Fig. 7 Calculated electric field radiation patterns in xz-plane. W=36mm, R=68Q
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Fig. 8 Calculated electric field radiation patterns in yz-plane. W=36mm, R=68Q
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Fig. 9 Amplifier circuit of transmitting antenna
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Fig. 10 Calculated scattering parameters of amplifier circuit.
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Fig. 11 Actual gain of transmitting antenna. W=36mm, R=68!1
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