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Speech language hearing therapist involvement with geriatric
hearing loss in geriatric health services facility

Atsuko KAMATA', Tetsuo NAGAO?®, Takayuki TABIRA®

1 Geriatric Health Services Facility Shinjuen
2 Department of Occupational Therapy, Nagasaki University of Health Sciences

Abstract  We conducted a questionnaire by mail asking speech language hearing therapists (ST) in
geriatric health services facility about their involvement with geriatric hearing loss. Most of the sub-
jects were younger therapist with only a few years of experience. Though half of were actively involved
in nursing care institutions and designing health care plans. Our questionnaire indicated that a lack of
knowledge and experience was the main reason for being unable to instruct in the proper usage of hear-
ing aids. However referral rates of these aids to the hearing impaired elderly and advice given to other
health professionals were higher than those of other ST working in hospitals only. Our questionnaire
indicates these future suggestions. 1) Enhance ST knowledge of hearing aids and other welfare appara-
tus. 2) Instruct other health professionals in their possible assistance related to potential problems with
hearing loss and usage of hearing aids in the elderly. 3) Establish assisting methods through effective
health care design and promote a team oriented approach through information sharing and group
problem solving.

Bull. Nagasaki Univ. Sch. Health Sci. 17(2): 27-31, 2004

Key Words . geriatric health services facility, speech language hearing therapist,
geriatric hearing loss, hearing aids, care plan




