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Neuropsychological findings and neurological soft signs
of preschoolers

—— The influence of day care programs on healthy children —

Chisato KAwAsaki?, Mineko Kusano?, and Reiko TUcHIDA®

Department of General Education
Department of Nursing
Department of Occupational Therapy

The School of Allied Medical Sciences
Nagasaki University

Abstract The present investigation is an attempt to clarify the influence of
child care programs on the preschoolers’ neurological and neuropsychological
development.

The subjects of this research are all healthy children aged 3 to 6 years old
who attend to two different day care centers. One is a kindergarten mainly serves
cognitive activities, and the other is a full-time day care center mainly serves
basic sensory-motor activities. A comprehensive neurodevelopmental test battery
was used to examin those subjects.

95 children from a kindergarten (A group) and the same number children
from a full-time day care center (B group) were selected matching sex and age.
The scores of two groups were comparered using Wilcoxson’s T test on each 15
items.

A group showed significantly better performance than B group in auditory
recception and drawing accuracy test. B group showed better performance in
total flexion posture, standing on left foot, tandem gait and tactile perception.

These finfings indicate that the child day care program might exerts an
perceptible influence on the development of neurological and neuropsychological
functions of preschoolers.

Bull. Sch. Allied Med. Sci., Nagasaki Univ. 5 : 143—147, 1991
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