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Informed Consent for Patients with Lung Cancer
and the Role of Nurses

Hatsuko KOBAYASHI”, Kazuko ISHIHARA?
Kiyako TAKAP®

Y12 ward, Department of Nursing, Nagasaki University School of Medicine and Clinics
? Department of Nursing, the School of Allied Medical Sciences, Nagasaki University
¥ Oita Medical University Master's Program in Nursing

Abstract In chemotherapy for cancer, the need to oftain informed consent (IC) for various
medical procedures has come to be increasingly recognized by the general public as well as by those
involved in medicine due to the spread of the Good Clinical Practice established in 1990. We inves-
tigated the state of IC according to the records, including the patient charts written up by
physicians and nurses, of 110 patients (94 males and 16 females) with lung cancer who received
chemotherapy in whom the diagnosis had been disclosed based on the patients’ personal consent be-
tween April 1995 and October 1998.
From the viewpoint of team medical care, the role of the nurses in IC was studied in a group of
22 nurses. Concerning IC, the explanation by the physician was 30 minutes or less in 83.3% of the
patients. Most of the patients (74.5%) agreed to undergo chemotherapy after the physician’s ex-
planation, while 14.5% accepted it as unavoidable. Decisions regarding treatment were left up to
the patients in 41.8% of the cases but were left up to the physicians in 46.4%, thus indicating a
tendency to relyon experts concerning treatment. Regarding the nurses’ role in IC, when present
during the physicians explanation they acted as coordinators between the patients or their families
and physicians while also providing valuable psychological support.

Bull. Sch. Allied Med. Sci., Nagasaki Univ. 13: 67-73, 1999




