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Comparison of the Findings in the Baum Test between Schizophrenic

Patients and Healthy Individuals

Hiroyuki INADOMI, Goro TANAKA, Hironori HAYASHIDA and Yasuyuki OHTA

Abstract The Baum test is one of the projective psychological tests designed for comprehensive
assessment of personality and development based on interpretation of “a fruit tree” drawn by the
subject.

We compared characteristics of the results of the Baum test between 51 schizophrenic patients
and 52 healthy individuals. A total 6 indices were analyzed : The ratio of the tree-crown height to
the tree height as a growth index, number of main branches, difference between the number of dou-
ble lined branches and the number of single lined branches (growth-branch indices), number of
leaves, and number of fruits as tree-factor indices, and the distortion index (top-open of trunk).
The growth index and all tree-factor indices were significantly lower, and the distortion index was
significantly higher, in the schizophrenic patients than in the healthy subjects. Trees drawn by
schizophrenic patients were suggested to be different in shape and deficient in qualitative contents
compared with those drawn by healthy individuals. We hypothesize that the Baum test may be use-
ful for evaluation and classification of personality with schizophrenic patients.

Bull. Sch. Allied Med. Sci., Nagasaki Univ. 13: 97-101, 1999
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