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Abstract Communication between inpatient children and their mothers in an university h,ospital 

was analyzed. Fifty-six units of conversation of 8 mother-child pairs were recorded and units of 

conversation were classified into 6 types according to mother's response; Type I good response, 

Type II repair, Type nl good response discontinuation. Type IVresponse setback, TypeV rejective 

ending, and Type Vl: rejection. 

Main results were as follows; 1) Communication types indicating good responses were observed 

in all the pairs, and Type I occupied 73 o/o . 2) Types indicating interruption or rejection, however, 

were also observed in all the pairs. 3) Among background factors of the subjects, only l~o,other's 

age was associated with the communication types. Scenes of rejection were significantly less 

frequent in mothers aged 30 years or more. 4) There was large v~riation of proportion of types 

of conversation; most responses were good in one case, whereas most responses were rejective 

responses in another case. Mothers need to have sensitiveness concerning communication with their 

child and need to accept child's feeling. Nursing intervention for enabling this appears, to be 

necessary and important. 
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Introduction 

There have been many studies on inpatient 
children in terms of their anxiety of inpatient 

children due to separation from their mothers, and 

on fatigue of mothers due to attendance on their 
childrenl) 2) 3) 4) . However, many of these studies 

focused on either mothers or children, and few of 

them assessed the mother-child relationship. To 

evaluate the relationship between inpatient children 

and their mothers who closely live all day in of 

hospital, we analyzed their cornmunication types in 

various settings. 

This investigation aimed to clarify the communication 

between inpatient children and their mothers and 

evaluate appropriate nursing support. 

Subjects and Methods 
Sub j ects 

Subjects were inpatient children and their mothers 

without definite communication disorders at a pediatric 

ward of the Nagasaki university hospital. We 
asked to head nurse to select subjects which suit 

for the following condition; a pair of a preschool 

aged child and his/her mother who is taking care 

for all her day long. We asked mothers to allow us 

to observe communication between them, and selected 

the subjects who agreed. 

The survey period in the hospital was from July 

17-September l, 1995. 

Ten mother-child pairs were observed during this 

period. 

Investigation 

Qualitative data were derived from communication 

and observation of behavior. The direct observation 

method is one of qualitative data collection method5)6) 

We callected the data based on it. T. o observe 

as natural communication as possiblp., children 

hospitalized in large common roorns and their 
mothers were observed by two investigators. One of 

them had contact with the children and mothers, 

and the other recorded the mother-child relationship 

in field notes as a neutral observer so that the 

presence of the investigators would not be 
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入院中の小児と母親のコミュニケーション分析

宮原 春美�・宮下 弘子�・太田 保之�

１ 長崎大学医学部保健学科看護学専攻

２ 長崎大学医学部保健学科作業療法学専攻

要 旨 大学病院に入院している小児と母親のコミュニケーションを分析した. ８組の親子の��場面を観

察し, 母親の対応の仕方からコミュニケーションを６型に類型化した. Ⅰ型は良好型, Ⅱ型は修復型, Ⅲ型

は対応良好中断型, Ⅳ型は対応頓挫型, Ⅴ型は拒否的終結型, Ⅵ型は拒否型とした.

その結果, Ⅰ型が��％みられ, どの親子でも良好な対応がみられた一方で, どの親子にも中断や拒否を示

す対応もみられた. 対象者の背景とコミュニケーション類型の関連がみられたのは母親の年齢だけであった.

特徴的な２事例の分析では, 一方がほとんど良好な対応であったのに対し, もう一方は良好な対応が少なく

拒否型が多かった.

母親には小児の感情を受け止めるためのコミュニケーションに関する感性が求められており, そのための

看護介入も必要であり, 重要である.

長崎大学医学部保健学科紀要 ��(�)	�
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