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Abstract In All (What, The first thirtg) you have to do ..., "have" is semantically linked with the 

following "to" and it means obligation. However, no explanation seems to have been made so far 

as to why this is so. This article tnes to explam rt from two vlewpomts In such structures as 

What do you have to eat~ at times the verb "have" Is semantically connected wlth "to," while at 

times it is not, in the latter case of which "have" means "to possess." In OE there were lai,o such 

VPs as have to: "have" had nothing to do with "to". HaUe to came to have the meaning of 
obligation in early ModE. 
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1. Introduction 

It seems obvious today that in All you have to 

do bs ..., there is no semantic break between "have" 

and "to" and that this VP "have to" means 
obligation or necessity. Yet m such structures as 

What have you (got) to say~, the verb "have (got)" 

does not always combine semantically with the 
following "to." This paper explores first that in 

such structures as All you have to do is ..., the 

meaning of obligation can be induced from two 

aspects and that the VP "have to" that means 
obligation did not exist in OE yet. In addition, this 

paper discusses that in such structures as What 

have you (got) to say~, "have (got)" can occasionally 

mean "to possess." Although Watanabe (1976:488-89) 

deals with poblems of have to, it is confined to the 

structure All you have to do is ..., and not to s, uch 

structures as What have you (got) to say~ And in 

addition, this article tries to examine some 
problems related to the VP "have to" in both 
structures. 

2. All (What. The first thing) you have to do is ... 

Today it is generally agreed that in All (What, 

The first thirtg) you have to do is ..., the verb 

"have" combines wrth the following "to", that this 

VP means obligation or necessity, and that the 

verb "have" does not mean possession. However, no 

one seems to have explained why this is so. In my 

opinion, it can be attested from the following two 

have to do rs .... What do you have to eat? 

stand points. 

First, in such structures as All (Wha~. The first 

thing) you have to do is ..., what follo~~irs the verb 

"is" has nothing to do with the idea of possession 

the verb "have" might imply. Instead it has much 

to do with some kind of activities. In (1a) (1b) "do 

your best" or "walk" that follows the verb "is" has 

much to do with the activities shown by the verb 

"do". I think that may be one of the strong reasons 

why in All (What. The first thir~g) you have to do 

is ..., the verb "have" does not mean po~ssession. 

(1) a. A11 you have to do is do your best. 

b. All I have to do now is walk. 

Second, in these structures such modals as must, 

have got to can appear in lieu of haue to. 

(2) a. All I must do is keep the head clear. 

(Ernest Hemingway, The Old Ma's and the Sea) 

b. All you must do is to show him some 
affection. (Sam Shepard, "Silent Tongue") 

(3) a. I tell you what I must do, is to telephone. 

(Evelyn Waugh, A HarLdful of Dust)(OED2) 

b. What they must do is (to) p,'ropose an 

amendment to the resolution. 

(Quirk et al_ 1985:1067) 

c. Often ... what we must do as shHlp,ly right ... 

is just the hardest thing to do. 

(Mozley, "Univ. Serm." ~1~76))(OED2) 

(4) The first thing you must do after Ithe child is 

lost is to go to the Police. 

(M. D. Landon, E. Perhins ~l8'.75))(OED2) 
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