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The Vancouver system supporting the community life of people
with severe mental illness:

Setsuko HANZAWA!

1 Nagasaki University School of Health Sciences

Abstract  This paper introduces the Vancouver system which comprehensively supports the com-
munity life of people with severe mental illness while receiving necessary services. Activities of
some major institutions in the system are also introduced. Then, the Vancouver system was
compared with the contemporary Japanese system in terms of (1) the medical service, (2) compre-
hensive life support system including support for health problems, (3) popularizaton of the idea of
normalization, and (4) the role for public health nurses for establishing a community-based
system.
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