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Difference of impressions between nursing students and
medical students after a joint role-play training session
using simulated patients
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Abstract A role-play training session using simulated patients (SP) was conducted jointly for
nursing students and medical students. Role-play scenarios were developed together with medical
students and nursing students. Medical students played roles of medical doctors while nursing stu-
dents played roles of nurses. A simulated patient played a role of an eldest daughter who had just
been informed by her mother that her father had been diagnosed cancer, and who had came to ask
the medical staff about her father's condition. Almost all nursing students described that it is im-
portant to understand the eldest daughter's feeling and to console her. On the other hand, almost
all medical students described the need to evaluate the situation while trying to understand the
family's feelings. Medical students also wanted to provide the daughter with accurate medical in-
formation regarding both the father's condition and treatment regimen based on the findings of
various examinations.
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