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Observation on the trepanned skulls with the traces of
fractures in the ancient Peru
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Abstract Three trepanned skulls with fracture traces in ancient Peru (Inca period) were
presented, and whether the trepanations were intended to the fracture lesions or the following
symptom was briefly discussed. The skull fractures, probably resulting from violence, was located
in the frontal or parietal regions. In one case, the trepanations were performed in different
regions from the fracture lesions, and in other two cases the operations were probably done at the
correspondent regions to the lesions. The observation on these skulls suggests the possibility of
trepanations as an intended therapeutic procedure of the skull fractures in Inca period of Peru,
where people might frequently experienced the traumatic injuries by violence such as the fight.
Bull. Nagasaki Univ. Sch. Health Sci. 15(2): 13-17, 2002




