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Utilizing geoparks for tourism education at high schools:

A case study of Muroto City in Japan

Nao OKI*, Masahiko OTA**

Abstract
This study provides insights into the utilization of geoparks for tourism education at high schools. The focus is on
Muroto City, specifically Muroto UNESCO Global Geopark and Kochi Prefectural Muroto High School. Firstly,

geopark officers of Muroto Geopark were interviewed to explore their collaboration with high schools. Secondly,

teachers in charge at Muroto High School were interviewed to understand the curriculum and the details of subjects

related to geoparks. Thirdly, semi-structured interviews were conducted with five students who participated in

"Geopark Studies" at Muroto High School in 2021, in order to specifically clarify what they learned. The curriculum

was designed to utilize the Muroto Geopark throughout the three years. The analysis of the student learning showed that

all students recognized the importance of understanding the region, and many expressed that they rediscovered the

charm of Muroto, which they had previously taken for granted. Furthermore, discovering the attractiveness of the

region and deriving enjoyment from it led to a desire to disseminate the knowledge gained to both within and outside

the prefecture, creating a chain of motivation and action.
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