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Prosocial mentality of rice-transplanting volunteers

Kei’ichiro IGUCHI*

Abstract
A questionnaire survey was conducted to clarify the tendencies of prosocial mentality among rice-transplanting volunteers. For
comparison, university students attending a lecture on “Environmental Conservation Biology” held on June 7, 2016 were taken
as a control group. Subjects participated in two types of prosocial experiments. In the dictator game, the amount offered by each
person was used as an index of altruism. In the ultimatum game, each person's offer amount was used as an indicator of empathy.
The rice-planting volunteers were also asked to evaluate their feelings of fatigue and exhilaration using a 5-point scale. Among
the rice-planting volunteers, many showed a tendency to be altruistic, suggesting a high degree of positive attitude toward
volunteer activities. Through their activities in the rice fields, they were able to enjoy a positive mood (exhilaration) as a reward,
and at the same time, they ended up with increased empathy. Regardless of whether they are farmers or not, Japanese people
unconsciously lead a life based on rice farming culture, and the mentality of rice-transplanting volunteers reflects this preference

for social norms.

Key Words: dictator game, empathy, environmental conservation, questionnaire survey, ultimatum game
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