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During the Edo period, there were special measures against smallpox epidemic in
the Omura, Goto, and Amakusa regions. It was a policy of thorough isolation. Those
infected with smallpox were isolated in the mountains, on the coast, and on remote
islands, and were buried in isolation even after death. That grave is a “Hoso baka (it
means smallpox grave).” The author conducted on-site surveys of about 20 smallpox
graves scattered throughout these regions, analyzed the tombstones and ceramics left in
the cemeteries, and made inter-regional comparisons. The author also clarified the
regional characteristics and diversity of smallpox graves, and considered their meaning.
The author also clarified the relationship between the isolation areas of smallpox
patients and the migration of hidden Christians from Sotome area to Goto region, and
the status of smallpox infection in areas where thorough isolation policies were
implemented.
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