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Early Modern Japanese mantalite as Seen through Animal Representations
—-Kasatel Senka, “Kohyoudoujimon” and Kawanabe Gyousai/Kanagaki Roben,
“Hakuraikohyouosanaetoki”

Sakamoto Kyoko (Nagasaki University)

Abstract

This paper focuses on the discrepancy between the traditional images of “tigers”
and “leopards” and the representations of these animals that we have actually seen, using
the representations of “tigers” and “leopards,” mainly from the “leopard” freak show of
1860, as its source material. The historical sources used to decipher the changes in the
“mantalité” of early modern Japanese brought about by contact with large, imported
animals were “Kohyoudoujimonn” and “Hakuraikohyouosanaetoki”. As supplementary
historical sources, they also used ukiyo-e. As a result, they distanced themselves from
imported animals in order not to cause major changes in their own mental world and tried
to create a new framework for their views on imported animals in an attempt to resolve
the gap with their images.
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