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The frequency of questions from lung cancer patients and the
knowledge required by nurses when treating cancer patients

Kazuko ISHIHARA', Etsuko ANDO', Eiko NAKAMURA®?, Eiko ETO?,
Hatsuko KOBAYASHI?, Sumie SHIMODA?, Yuka SHIMIZU?®

1 School of Health Sciences, Nagasaki University
2 Department of Nursing, Nagasaki University Medicine and Dentistry
3 Master's Program at Chiba University School of Nursing

Abstract To clarify the typical questions asked by lung cancer patients who were treated by
surgical procedures and chemotherapy while hospitalized. A questionnaire was conducted after ex-
planation the purpose to the Nursing Department hospital of N University Medicine and
Dentistry, and then obtaining approval of the Head Nurses and the staff nurses of the internal
and the surgical wards.

We carried out a questionnaire survey regarding the need to educate patients based on Gertrud
Grahn et al. (1990). The questionnaire consisted of 9 questions about the characteristics of lung
cancer diseases. Statistical analyses were made by using the SPSS statistical package for Windows,
and a value of P<0.05 was considered significant on the Mann-Whitney test. Replies were obtained
from 58 subjects. The subjects included 29 nurses assigned to the surgical ward and 29 nurses as-
signed to the internal ward. The duration of clinical experience was more than 1 year but less
than 10 years in 56.8%, more than 11 years but less than 20 years in 22.4%, more than 21 years
in 18.0%, and unknown in 1.7%.

Conclusions: The results of this questionnaire survey could be summarized as follows in terms
of the nurses perception of the basic knowledge needed for lung cancer patients. Concerning the
nurse’s perception of educational support for cancer patients, it was determined that nurses need
knowledge about “the normal functions of the human body” and “the treatment methods and
their side-effects”.

Through this study, it was confirmed that the staff nurses of the internal and the surgical
wards did report receiving questions from patients, there were also the knowledge required on
these same questions by nurses when treating cancer patients.

Bull. Nagasaki Univ. Sch. Health Sci. 16(2): 18-22, 2003

Key Words : Lung Cancer, Educational program for patient, The awareness of clinical nurses,
Patient education




