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afraid of V-ing & afraid to V DFEIZI DT
moE R B - /R E 5
Afraid and its Complements : V-ing and to-infinitive

Toshiaki NISHIHARA - Mayumi NISHIHARA

FF

afraid of V-ing & afraid to VICBIL Ti3, R CETIIE X #H 2 hLnIgEH 7 I L
TYRLED0BKRTH 5, FlziE, (1) DEHA, MELEIZIZELERENTHWS Z 2%
W, L2L7%ds, WOLREUELBEREWTHWLNLILITTIEILRL, FRFNIICHINS
RO HFET 5,

(1) a. John is afraid to fly by plane.
b. John is afraid of flying by plane.

Z DEmE T, REFHE, BEEE kU, SEYORITHEICERL %55, afraid
of V-ing & afraid to VEXOHESREZH LI T 5 & & Dic, METICHFF 2 8FIC
DWTHEEL, TNETNDOEXICHE LN BRI OWTHEET 3,

1. HECH 3R

Z Z Tl3, afraid of V-ing & afraid to VICEL €, REHZHFEEFHEL L CoEX
FHELVWCOPEIY) LI, YL ) ARSI L EINTHE00 28T 5, %7, Oxford
Wordpower Dictionary (1993) 25 B2 2 XT3, ZOFETIE, BEOECICEL
T, RDOL ) BB LBIXHIEZ 5N T3,

afraid (of doing sth/to do sth) having or showing fear ; frightened :

(2) a. She is afraid of going out after dark.
b. I was too afraid to answer the door.

LB LB 5 TR, MEDLLZODOBLICBIT 2B NR2ATE 52 L3EEICH
LwiBbind, QIIBTFLNTWaHTIE, QrRTLic, NuTaEreEnFN
HRETH B Eh s, Z0WmETIY LIF T 283hs, HICHUER CRHRTEETH
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IIOICLERTE S, L2LLuhs, (2) Q) TIIEREVIRLZNT, Mbrnitdis
Bysel8bns,

(3) a. She is afraid to go out after dark.
b. I was very much afraid of answering the door.

kiz, Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (1995) TOHOEER#ZRTA L I, ZDEF
BT, kL) LHAHDGLEIN, Q)DBIXXHIEZ LNTWES,

feeling fear ; frightened of beiﬁg hurt or of something in some way
(4) He’s afraid of going out/to go out.

T, FIEBELT, ZOFEETIE, KDL H %HA & HISCHT afraid of V-ing icBIL T
EzohiTwa,

of doing sth ; (that)... feeling worry or anxiety about a possible outcome, effect,
result, etc :

(5) I didn’t mention it because I was afraid of upsetting him.

LOFHALPIXE RBMR), EFFFHIMIPEFI L ZWERZ2LZLTEMRHCON
TOEE% T 53841 afraid of V-ing 2 AV, FOMORKIRTIE, FUEKRT afraid of
V-ing & afraid to VOWTNOBEXLHWSE I XM THD L BRL TL ) Bk
BB, LrLuds, HrRRAIGEZ 6N E, 6)DBFIXHLATRETH D, (5) (6) D&
2ELZBMLPDFENLTHUNEIZL D,

(6) I didn’t mention it because I was afraid to upset him.

#R 3 255, (5) (6) DA, B) KT, 6)FHFRINZLzHICIE, BFEHEIOESE -
BX (volition) B BEb-TL B2 tichk 3,

&#kic, COBUILD (1987) # RTA & 5, COBUILD Tix, RN& ) LuBHHHA» %S
n, (1) @®)DBIXHE2 LT 5,

If you are afraid to do something, you are frightened because you think that
something very unpleasant is going to happen to you.

(7) I'm still afraid to sleep in my own bedroom.
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If you are afraid that something unpleasant wi/l happen, you are worried that it
may happen and you want to avoid it.

(8) The government is afraid of losing the election.

iz 21772 COBUILD D3 T, #SHFERNEEIRICHER T 2 LEH D 2, afraidtoV D
FLEH T EHBASZIC be going to WL N TWB Z Eh 5, BiEEIC L > TEREINTW B H
RESREDEETIH->TWD E WS 2 s bh b, BIC(7) & afraid to V D3R T,
HAODEHBICEL TELZ ErELE-TZRRICHY), Lrd, £ZiCiF, [BalEwv)
THEZBRICBEL 2EENEESRKR RN S, —7F, afraid of V-ing TiZ, AT will
BHVLN, BETHHPLERL LAY TEZ 2L, 27 HICHDZ LA EL TR
YWrdY), FDOZERLELTWEDEREZ, TENTFNREREBEEHITZVEV ) LE
ELTWD ERIRTE B,

BRlc R7-%EEFE L (IR %D, COBUILD TiE, 2% DL VWG LN T3 2
Ehibh b, L Lahis, COBUILD 2 & 2 3B TIE, (7)(9) & (8) (10) Dxtib% & & 2
B riITEL Y, FEHICEST, NOD=2T7>2nER, (10)DIF EHEEEEZ LD
LI ELZBEREPIIREINTESLT, LTI\,

(9) I am afraid of sleeping in my own bedroom.
(10) *The government is afraid to lose the election.

2. REE - XERCE TR

2.1 BRENHLHRE

Swan(1995) TiZ, [BwAsiF <& I H 2 HkE] CBEL T, ki, LEZR
~N 5354, be afraid of V-iing BXCHAEFE L\ & v ERD L IN, ROFITHZET LN
TwW3,

(11) a. I don’t like to drive because I am afraid of crashing.
b. Why are you so quiet? I am afraid of waking the children.

(11) iz DT, Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary iZ 81T % 5|3HHE DA
E COBUILD it BT 2B EILINDTH B LEE->TL\v, 2N HDBBATIE, afraid of
V-iing 7AW S N5 RIEAE- 2 LN TWwb5Y, afraid to V 25 Z & 250 RED & 9
BHE T H T 2 2 BR L DOEHDTRD S LD D ED Tl e\,

(12) a. I don’t like to drive because I am afraid to crash.
b. I am afraid to wake the children.

12) 258\ b0 % L Hic, ERBICIE, afraidto VoL EREI NS, 72720, (1) »E
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KT B2LNDE(12)DPERTADIDIZIRL D EVHIEBECERE L2V, TNL5DENITOW
Ti3, 3EiTHMNAEZ LicT 5,

2.2 afraid DEKARICEOSVWEIR

Declerck (1991) Ti3, TN F CTRIEZEFEFBOLRREEEDGAR LIIR LY, afraid
of V-ing & afraid to V 2%, D& ) ZRESICKBETH), /2, DL LBAI
THATEETH b H % afraid DFKREZ TS T 22 L TRZ2AAE L T 5,

In the sense of ‘frightened’ both afraid of and afraid to can be used.

(13) a. I'm afraid to touch/of touching a spider.
b. He travels by train because he is afraid to fly/of flying.
(Declerck (1991 : 516))

To express that fear inhibits the subject from doing something we usually use
the infinitive.

(14) a. Mother was afraid to contradict the stranger in case he became angry.
(=Mother chose not to contradict him for fear he might become angry.)
b. I'm afraid to go into the street at night. (=I prefer not to go into the streets
when it is night.) (Declerck (1991 : 516))

The idea ‘worried or anxious about the possible result of something or about
what might happen’ is expressed by afraid of :

(15) a. Idon’t like to use appliances that I am not familiar with because I'm afraid
of damaging them.
b. Whenever he is drunk, his wife is afraid of being molested by him.
c. I didn’t tell him about the accident because I was afraid of upsetting him.
(Declerck (1991 : 516))

_kic#i¥ 7> afraid of V-ing - afraid to V i2B§3 % Declerck Mm% F L 6H b &, K
NnEHickdrBbis,

(16) 1. afraid A frightened (BU'2 T\ 3) &\ ) Bk R THAICIZ, TECHH
BETH 5,
i, FFEMVEZ LHD TV IERIETAWY, HEBNEZWIEE, ZOBNNIZH
I % TE L \WIBE, @, afraidto V 2V 3,
i, I L < 2R HREZ.OET 5354, afraid of V-ing # A\ 5,
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(16)icBiT 5 (i) (i) TiX, #1L £ afraid to V, afraid of V-ing AW o N 5L F
LWRIUCOWTIHRNRT WS, L2 LLds, ZHH6DHBETIE, KOFUZR L5 FK
DEFENICOWTHEHBET L L IZRETH S,

(17) a. I'm afraid to go into the street at night.
b. I'm afraid of going into the street at night.

(18) a. I didn’t tell him about the accident because I was afraid of upsetting him.
b. I was afraid to upset him.

INFToHERD, L, KEFE RUFEHEETIE, afraid to V & afraid of V-ing DM
BIcBLT, #NL0HWLNAEFE L WKRIRICOWTH ZBRENBHHALIEZ LN TV
e b otz, 7, MHEXH LRSS, BEROEESIHFICELZ LN TV W
ZELHERTEREEbLNS, RETIE, BHRONZLEAD SHEXORBEHLPIZLL
Vi,

3. EEHRABEHCRENSE

3.1 EEOEE (volitional intention)

afraid to V & afraid of V-ing HEBkE94EHIZBIL T, Goldberg (1995) »5IHL Tw»
% Wierzbicka (1988) #* 5 R TA kX 9., Wierzbicka iz & fui, afraid to VASHWwLH L
DL, FIICiE, oL [~LEH ] 2T 2EBOBHIFAET L EENTNS,!

(19) a. #1 am afraid to fall down.
b. I am afraid of falling down.

(19) TH b LT\ 283 fall i3, @B, BOOEETI > F o —)LTE %\ (non-self
controllable) 17&% %%, L7255 T, (19a)id, AP TH I LbHELTAL ] &
T LEEHSNFLEL, MPOBHTEFITEIIRIZ EZTDL > TWAEBHICHFRINSD
Zrizhn, BlziE, Nr =Y T ERALIELTVDEY, WEP X TETER
Bz > T, HEHOESIEDTLATLES TR BIRMFHFFZLND, ZDERED
FX & v R, afraid to V & afraid of V-ing DB RE*#E2 5 L THEMNITH 5 &
Bbhd, Koz RTAHL I,

(20)

V)

. *The government is afraid to lose the election.
The government is afraid of losing the election.

o

(21) a. *I am afraid to get lost.
b. I am afraid of getting lost.
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(22) a. #1I don’t feel like driving because I am afraid to crash.
b. I don’t feel like driving because I am afraid of crashing.

(20a) BB INZLTVDIR, BLOLLBEBICAIT LY EB-o GREICHREGIDRVWE
WEEZ LNBHLTHY, RS, (21a) 222)»BFRBENL VDY, FLHH» LK
32k, 799 atThItRERLTRELNRBVEVWSLLIEEER5.220DL918,
afraidto V 2'FREEI N5 7212, FREOEX - BEVERICEETIHRBATHH LI
&I, 1L, afraidto VicBITAEFENEML VWINDIZ, [72H565 | [WLEET S L
BEVGTFLET S, HOIRFENORMEEBELBRY»H LI LICERLZTNE L L, K
DB BT B EIFARER & DILEFIRIZ, THZELERTINTH 5,

(23) a. Don’t be afraid to ask for help if you need it now.
b. Don’t be afraid of asking for help if you need it from now on.

(24) He is afraid to leave unti! his mother comes.

o o

. ?? He is afraid of leaving u#ntil his mother comes.

(25) I am afraid to cross the road when it is in this icy condition.

o oW

. 2?1 am afraid of crossing the road when it is in this icy condition.

afraid TEIN TV L EFENEFE - BRIEIVH IFEORKH L EBELBARIES L L) 2
L3, FFBEOBEM L LHBESEER L L GRIINLEHICE O INTHE I L 2R
LTwW3, 2%, ZHiL, afraid DR E - TV 247855, OB CidfTbih s
ZEERLERT S, LA, EBRNOEEN L OLHBENRINITHICEAL T, £
BICITTHONEHBELINUL, TN TWHBELI BT L 2EKRT 5, RICT%IT 5 British
National Corpus (BNC) 250 H#1(26) 272, ZHZ L %2X/HTHILDTH 5.1

(26) a. I was afraid to leave Edinburgh, even momentarily, in case there was word
from the War Office, but in September 1944 my mother persuaded me to go
with her to Bedford for a short holiday. (BNC)

b. At first Johann was afraid to speak, but then he began to talk.  (BNC)
c., For a few years at first Joseph was afraid to come down upon the Nez
Perce reserve-afraid of the surrounding whites and because of the many
indictments against him- but this fear wore off. (BNC)

(27) a. She was afraid to look around, but the other housemaid was ready to carry
soup bowls to the table and she had to do the same. (BNC)

b. She ached to comfort him, but was afraid to touch him, % case it was the

one last thing that was too much. (BNC)
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(26) 27) DRFFARTRE N2 6, (26) TIREBICEEMNICT & 62 TV fTh % E
B T- 722 &, @D TR EDITERIT-> T LW Ehbh b,

AEFNC & Y RBIN T B EREIC L 2 0HBELFTEMNT L 52 5N T 2EES,
W, TEERHRL LIV LN 2 BEBEERR any S HBENHEICENS Z L5 55 H
INns,

(28) He didn’t know how to stop her and when she did stop by herself, when they
got to the junction and had to change trans, he was afraid to say anything in
case she started again, and so he said nothing. (BNC)

KiZ, EFRBOBK - BEL VIHIBE» L, QOOBFEMEEZ TAL ),

(29) a. I was afraid to wake/offend/hurt the children.
b. I was afraid of waking/offending/hurting the children.

(292) DBITIE, EFENBEMHHIHEE L BRO L ENBBAICEFREINEZ Lic# b,
wake DFEEBIC L B L, FRETHIRICHL» LOTHILEZRIF 5 L) ERH
HFEL, ML2DBEHTENTEEZE L Yo, LEBELTWBEZ X% b, i h, (29b) T
2, BFLIZNE ) LBRAVIILL, LR, rNTECEL THLEE L Tw sk
VUCHB L) ZEEZRRXTWE, QD)ICRLNE [MEEX]ICOWTIE, BTTELL
HNBZ EIZT B,

N ZFT, afraid to VicBWT, EFEOBROFAELZHL» I L 72, kiZ, afraid of
V-ing DA, EFEOBMICEL TP IMNTH B L WIEBELRTAHL S,

(30) She asked me to come with her because she was afraid of going there on her
own.

(31) Well, I want to...
Don’t be afraid of saying what you think.

(30) B ITBWTIE, BHRNBDLLEBNEXS L AEND, LELLHS, wiho
Flic BT afraid of V-ing W LN TW5E, L72d 5T, ZHfr s, FENFXIC
BIL TiZ afraid of V-ing 3N THBEE-TLwEBbirs, T#H, (30) (31) nHl
i%, afraidto VZHWTHMORMEL L BFRENBHTH 5,

3.2 {EHEMCFTR
afraid to V & afraid of V-ing #ic B W TiE, FEOFX L W HIcBWT, Hipy
Z)THECDPDEEND AL, ZTOBIFERZED L —ERICL-TWE I E0b
oz, RiZ, MEXDENZHLIBEICVLELLLL )V ES>ORE, [TEE®]
(chronic state) &\ ) fREH» LWMEXE2ERZT LI LICT S,
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(32) a. I am afraid to fly by plane.
b. I am afraid of flying by plane.

B2 DBz BWTIE, WThofd B DBRIFTRETH 5, (32b)ic BV Tid,
[z, RITEZFIHL COBEBZ2BN TS, | EWIBRE, [{A2FBEBHICBIL T
DLy > LT TNDTF 72 ADWI, Wk, JEWIREZL-TWBEWH R
R TH L, L Lad s, (32D)ICBIT 28 —KRANCHFE N 2BERIZBIETH 5, fib
%, (32a)IcB VT H RILBERYTTEETH 2%, I NHBRIZ, drR/FENKRRIZE W
TEBNEZRNATWE LV HIBIRTH 5, TR, INLDHFFNEBROEOMIC, ST
W7z, EFEDOBEMBEICOWT LBV RLNEILIIT ) FTH UV,

Bkic, E5E, FLREESE=HICLD [FH- TR 2w Rads b, afraidtoV
BXE2RTARZN,

(33) #I don’t feel like driving because I am afraid to crash.

(34) a. Don’t be afraid to make mistakes.
b. Don’t be afraid of making mistakes.

ERBEVDLOBMMEEE VI REALLEZBE, HFTHATIIZ7val sy EBI A,
MiEWZ L L) EBIANZVEWEEZLNBENT, —RT 5 +(33) (34a) i3, ZBREEI %
WYNEHICBZ S, LPLuds, (33) (34a) FRINE &) BHE|L, FENEXE
W Z &2 THIBOMCOBFBEIRE LW L 2EHRL T3, (33), BUr(34a) ¢
FEEINHNDIZ, F=BLEREICLS [FH - T »TEErEH»ICHL LN EBbN
5, 33)Ti, 79vyaTrn2EHNDOALTFRIL, HHLZNL ) LFHll%2 L T,
EFRBTHLIHRHEBILZNDZIEEZBNTWE LW BRAITEETH ), ZOBRE2ZITHE
BRNAFREIND, $72, (34a) YEMIC, MBVWZ2T2DTRLVWREW) FRIZHE
FHEDPEEL TV LIRADBEICHAFEINS, M, (34b) TR, ZD k& J LFENRE
WELELE L v,

4. 38

Z DE##E T, afraid to V & afraid of V-ing X DM XEFHER Y, BEESD
FRICSRLLYLERE L2, /2, MEXHOBFREL2FEZ 5 LT, WEXHYLOEKRY
RBYBETHLILZHUT. Z0OWE T L - EokeUEHEZ, FEOEN, HEH,
FH - FRIE V) ZDODFRBIFETH D, TNH62FLHBE, KDLHITk B,
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(35)
afraid to V afraid of V-ing

volitionality + neutral
chronic state vs. a partic- | (i) chronic state (i) chronic state
ular instance of fear (ii) a particular instance | (ii) a particular instance

of fear of fear
preferred reading= (ii) preferred reading= (1)
predictability + neutral
iE

INERF L DBICHTY, BELHER W27 72 Thomas Wasow 412 RN E.
BERLIZWV,

1 3 frighten P REFAL L 2HAICLEBEOZ E2HTT T 5, FHL I, AR (%
i) THRLBZ <‘:L“9“%>

2 (222)»HFEREIND-HITIE, FFBOBRMTII A T, TSRS T 5, ik
¥ 275, I%a%k;é?@ 7203, BEHIC L 2 TFHWEELSHEICD afraidto V
PERINS,

3 Thomas Wasow (AAKEE) IC & 2 &, BIOBEAWL, Ex, HEEMEEENSZ
EEBNTWT, BEROBBICL > TEORFLICELD RSN 5354, (24b) I3FRE
ns, 2%, EEEHEOERZ2BETELIHAICIIFINEZ LIZL 5,

4 vpersuaded NP to-REFANE L, —HOFHEEZF TR [~T5LH1cPHBETE] L)
R H R E N T B, persuade f)‘ﬁf}f/fﬁ%v‘foﬂ SR L BEE, [HFLT~2
iz OERTHWLNS, D%, [THOERITRINDG, ROXHIZ, TTH&DOFER
PEFINDZEERTLOTH 5,

(i) I persuaded John to go there, so he went there.
(ii)*I persuaded John to go there, but he didn’'t go there.

5 #HEELF, BEEBSBELEL L CTLERABIEEN TH 254121, TEBRBERHA
HENDLZ EH B, Bz IE, BE deny KT % that 8 Tl3, BEISCOBENEFLHEE
HEEBR T T any EXRiTICERTE B,
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