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Summary

An endemiological survey on human paragonimiasis in Amakusa-Cho, Kumamo-

to Prefecture, were carried out since 1958, accompanying an investigation into the

incidence of metacercariae of Pavagonimus westeymanii in crabs, Eviocheir japonicus.

The results obtained were asfollows ;

as

1) The intradermal test was positive or questionably positive in 118, or 6.1%,
out of 1919 school children tested therewith. The items of the. test is shown in

Table 1.

The highest rate of positive reactions was obtainea in Takahama district

where the test was postive by 8.42%. The positive rate in boys was 9.6%, on the
average, which was as much high as twice and half that in girls.
2) In 27 out of 82 i,ndi-viduals being sensitive for the intradermal test, parago-
* nimus eggs were demonstrated in sputum and stool of them.
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3 Pétho]ogical changes in the lungs were roentgenologically demonstrated at
54.1% in the test positive group. The pulmonary changes were typical for para-
gonimiasis in 22 cases out of them. In most of thisgroup, paragonimus eggs were
demonstrated in sputum or stool.

4) In research after 1387 crabs, it was found that they were at 19.1% on the
average infected with encysted metacercariae of Paragonimus westeymanii. And the
incidence was found to be as many high as 92.1% in crabs caught in three rivers
through Takahama district, where a greatmany patients were found. There was
a striking parallelism between incidence of metacercariae in crabs and the rate
of positive reaction for intradermal test in one and the endemic area.

- The maximum number of metacercariae discovered in one crab amounted to
440.

5) The great part ef 118 persons who were diagnosed to be infected or sensi-
tive for the intradermal test had anamnesis to have previously eaten crabs from
the river, Eviocheir japowicus. As a custom, crabs were mostly boiled to eat, and
relatively seldom were prepared to the crab soup (so called “Kani-jiru” or “Kani-
tohu’). Human infection with this fluke would be attributed to the contamination
of finger, table ware and other food with metacercariae on the couse of cooking.

The higher infection rate in boys is more likely owing to the fact that boys
more like than girls to catch and play with them. '

(Katamine. D.)
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