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Studies on Paragonimiasis. Part I. An Epidemiological Survey in Nagasaki Prefecture. Kimio

Motomura. Clinical Department, Research Institute of Endemics, Nagasaki University (Director
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Summary

Extensive surveys of human paragonimus infection were carried out in Nagasaki Prefec-
ture, since 1959, by a intradermal test to school children, further applying egg examinations
to the sensitive cases. The results obtained were as follows :

1) Intradermal test was positive or quasi-positive in 4.6% of 17251 school children tested
therewith on the average. The positive rate in boys was 5.5% on the average which was
twice as much as that in girls.

2) In 14.79% out of individuals who were sensitive for the skin test, paragonimus ova
were demonstrated in sputum or stool of them. Eggs were detected at 22.29% in the test-
positive group, and 5.09 in the quasi positive group, which was found to be of a significant
‘dif ference.

3) In investigation into 1610 crabs, Eriocheir japonicus, caught in 34 rivers, encysted
metac:rearias of Para gonimus westermanii were discovered at 15.5% of them on the average.
The incidence was found to vary from 2.8% to 89.79% according to each river.

4) The higher rate of infection were found in 'Tsushima, Shisa, Kurosaki, Shikimi and
Yamauchi districts where the crabs were demonstrated to be densely infected, at 18.6% to
89.7%, with metac ercariae. ‘

5) It was acknowledged that most of the persons being infected and sensitive for the

intradermal test had a history to have previously eaten crabs, Eriocheir japonicus, (Author)
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