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A Reliable Silver Impregnation Technique in Histologic Sections: Staining of Connective
Tissue of Kaposi’s Sarcoma.

Masachika SENBA, Hideyo ITAKURA (Department of Pathology, Institute for Tropical
Medicine, Nagasaki University)

Abstract: Reticulum fiber is generally identified by silver impregnation staining methods
which have wide variations. The staining reactions are nonspecific to reticulum fiber
and depend upon unknown complex physical and chemical factors, thus capricious re-
sults are to be expected. Therefore, the authors tried to modify the silver impregnaticn
method and found that the procedure using an oxidize solution (0.3g potassium perman-—
ganate and 0.3ml sulfuric acid were dissolved in 100ml of distilled water) gave stable
and satisfactory results. This method has proved superior to others in demonstrating a
specific staining for reticulum fiber. Excellent results have been obtained in illustrating
connective tissue structure of Kaposi’s sarcoma.
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Fig. 1

Cutaneous type of Kaposi’s sarcoma of the foot.

Well-recognized reticulum fibers of typical Kaposi’s
sarcoma. (Original magnification Xx200).
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