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Abstract

Objective: In Japan, the demand for elderly medical care is on the rise as the elderly population
increases, and nursing students have become human resources responsible for their medical care. The
purpose of this study was to assess gerontological nursing education and the ageism of nursing
students.

Methods: We conducted a questionnaire survey among nursing students (n=200), including 2nd year,
3rd year, and 4th year, from September to November 2016. The questions assessed nursing students’
demographic factors, experience living with the elderly, and the Fraboni Scale of Ageism (FSA). We then
compared the average FSA score for each grade.

Results: The FSA score of the study subjects had an average score of 26.5+6.1 (range:14-41) points. By
grade, it was 26.7+5.9 points for 2nd year, 26.8+6.3 points for 3rd year, and 26.0£6.1 points for 4th year.
There was no significant difference in the average FSA score by grade level (P=0.72). However, in the
comparison of experience living with the elderly, the “Slander” score of FSA sub items was significantly
higher in the group with living experience (P<0.05).

Conclusion: In this study, the cross-sectional survey revealed that there was no difference in ageism
according to grade, but there are difference in living experience with the elderly. In the future, it is
necessary to evaluate the relationship between ageism and gerontological nursing education with a
longitudinal survey.
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