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Abstract
Objectives

The Japan Obstetric Compensation System for Cerebral Palsy was launched in 2009. However, the
current number of application for this system remains less than assumed.
The aim of this study is to identify issues of concern that midwives need to address through interviews
with mothers of children with cerebral palsy on their awareness and thoughts on the present situation of
The Japan Obstetric Compensation System for Cerebral Palsy.
Methods

The study participants consisted of 9 mothers of children with cerebral palsy who are users of day
service for disabled children provided by City A, or who were recruited by snowball sampling and provided
their consent to participate in this study. A semi-structured interview was performed and the data
obtained were analyzed qualitatively and inductively.
Results

Analysis showed that the mothers' views of the present situation of The Japan Obstetric Compensation
System for Cerebral Palsy could be categorized into four groups. These were “Difficult to apply due to lack
of information”, "Difficult to apply due to disability acceptance issues”, “Difficult to apply due to application
deadlines” and “Difficult to apply due to application conditions”. In addition, mothers felt the overall lack
of information on social resources from professionals.
Conclusion

Findings suggest that midwives need to be more aware of the Japan Obstetric Compensation System
for Cerebral Palsy and actively encourage mothers to make use of the system, and that information on
child care and support on disability acceptance should be more available to these mothers. The framework
of the system itself may also need to be reconsidered such as its application period, eligibility and
installment.
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