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Abstract

The WTO Agreement on Trade Facilitation which was in effect in
February 2017 contains provisions on improvement of transparency,
facilitation and simplification of Customs procedures, cooperation
between agencies at border and implementation tolerance for devel-
oping counties and LDCs. Although it should be welcomed to have
this new more enforceable agreement in the WTO, it is arguable
that many provisions are derived from the WCO Revised Kyoto
Convention. Duplication and fragmentation of the contents may im-
ply inconsistency in implementing similar provisions in both agree-
ments. Then, to what extent, the new WTO agreement differs from
and reinforce or weaken the provisions of the Revised Kyoto Con-
vention? In this article, with a view to contributing to future possi-
ble WTO disputes, provisions of the Trade Facilitation Agreement
are compared and examined against those of the Revised Kyoto

Convention.

Keywords : Trade Facilitation Agreement, simplification, Customs
procedure, WTO, WCO, Revised Kyoto Convention
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WTEDTWS, —J7, BiBIcBIS 2 BRI < & 2 ERERRIHAE (World
Customs Organisation, LI [WCOD) DERL L 7otk sU# 0 2320064F
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IESEBR O BENBZRA LG &y, XEVE U2 UIcboTHNIE
SUEFHEA & OFEWE (duplication) TH D, BUEHIPANTRE > TV 5 X
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59 Para.l.b of Article 23, Section III

The Committee shall maintain close contact with other international organi-
zations in the field of trade facilitation, such as the World Customs Organiza-
tion, with the objective of securing the best available advice for the implemen-
tation and administration of this Agreement and in order to ensure that unnec-
essary duplication of effort is avoided. To this end, the Committee may invite
representatives of such organizations or their subsidiary bodies to:
a. attend meetings of the Committee; and
b. discuss specific matters related to the implementation of this Agreement.
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