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The Inheritance of Traditional Culture among Ethnic Chinese
— A case Study on Nanyin in Singapore

Wang Wei (Nagasaki University)

Abstract

Recognized by UNESCO as an intangible cultural heritage in 2009, Nanyin (F§ &) is one
of the most ancient musical art forms in China and is regarded as a “living fossil”. Also
known as Xianguan (7%%) or Nanguan (F§%), Nanyin has its roots in China’s imperial
courts and later it flourished in Fujian's Quanzhou region. Over the years, it has dissemi-
nated to Taiwan, Hong Kong and further to Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines, Singapore
and beyond by immigrants from southern Fujian. From the perspective of cultural ex-
change, tradition and innovation, as well as identity, this paper attempts to discuss the in-
heritance and development of Nanyin in Chinese society in Singapore, the function of
Nanyin's organization, and the identity as Singaporean Chinese.

Key Words: Overseas Chinese (£ A) in Singapore, Nanyin (¥ ), cultural exchange, tradi-
tion and Innovation, identity
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24.081| 22,644] 14,853 6,170 8,319 9,799 86,766
1881 %1 28.8 26. 1 17. 1 7.1 9.6 11.3 100
59,117| 27,564 30,729 8,514 9,451] 28,666 163,841
1901 36 16. 8 18. 8 5.1 5. 8 17.5 100
91,547] 37,507] 48,739] 12,487 10,775] 18,520 219,575
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186,604] 82,369] 94,191] 19,222 19,845] 16,409 418,640
1931 44,6 19.7 22.5 1.6 4.7 3.9 100
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