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The Role of the Holy See in Nuclear Disarmament: On the Opportunity of
the Visit of the Pope Francis to Nagasaki and Hiroshima
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Abstract

It is rather well known what kind of messages the Popes have been delivered on Inter-
national Relations, particularly on the problem of Nuclear Weapons. However, not many
studies have been conducted on the question of what kind of role the Popes have been play-
ing in the real negotiations for nuclear disarmament. Unlike the image of religious leader
who put much importance on morals and ethics, the Popes, as a political leader of the Holy
See, have been taking important initiatives based on objective, scientific and persuasive as-
sessments in international negotiation for nuclear disarmament. Particularly, the Pope John
Paul 1T and the Pope Francis, who visited Hiroshima and Nagasaki by themselves, play
very important role by expressing their clear oppositions against nuclear weapons.
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