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Architectural Tiles in Nagasaki in the Meiji era
A Brief Report of Preliminary Research at a Western Style Building

Ken Masuda (Nagasaki University)
Akihiko Fukai (Harima Municipal Local Museum)
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Abstract

“Sigmund Lessner’'s House” is a western-style building constructed in the Meiji era
(late 19 ¢). While its floor tiles used at the entrance porch were introduced in several publi-
cations, no details were mentioned. This is a brief report of our preliminary research con-
ducted in February 2020 to record a detailed description. We found four types of ceramic
tiles used, among which several types are made in Belgium and others are made in Japan.
The made-in-Japan tiles are products of Awaji-seito factory of Awajishima (Hyogo prefec-
ture) that are not well-known even among the study of industrial history of ceramic tiles.
Our research also discovered the floor tiles are so damaged that an engineering assistance
to preserve the historical heritage is recommended.
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