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Implications and issues associated with the experience of being a
student supporter for students with developmental disorders:
Assessing effectiveness as a support resource

Yuri YOSHIDA, Peter Bernick, Jun TAYAMA, Sayaka OGAWA,
Tatsuo SAIGO, Yasumi SUZUKI

Abstract
Universities are increasingly involved with having students support other students
with developmental disorders. We identified two groups of such students— students
formally hired to be supporters, and informal, “natural” supporters —and examined
their functioning as supporters. Results suggest that student support was effective,

and that supporters benefited from their experience.
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