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Abstract
Objective: Fertility problems associated with cancer treatment have a significant impact on the quality
of life of young cancer patients. The purpose of this study was to investigate nurses' knowledge, interest
and experience about fertility in cancer patients and their association with the background factors of
nurses.
Methods: A self-administered questionnaire was distributed to female nurses. The nurses’” attributes
and their knowledge, interest, and experience in fertility were examined by x? test and Fisher's exact
probability test.
Results: One hundred and fifty-five responses were included in the analysis. The term fertility was
known to 41.9% of the respondents. While 94.8% were aware of the effect of cancer treatment on pregnancy
and childbirth, 76.8% reported that they were interested in the fertility of cancer patients. Most of the
subjects reported that they needed to be knowledgeable about fertility, and 17.4% had experience of
patients with fertility problems. Older nurses were more knowledgeable, but there were no differences in
knowledge or interest based on marital status or having children.
Conclusions: While the respondents were interested in the fertility of cancer patients, their knowledge
of fertility preservation therapy and guidelines was insufficient. This suggests that education about
fertility in basic nursing education and continuing education is necessary for nurses to support patients'
decision-making regarding fertility.
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