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The attempt to reinterpret "Negative Assets" in shrinking population society

: A case study on the utilization of the closed schools in Minami-Shimabara city

Momo Urakawa*, Satoru Kuroda**

Abstract
We focus on the social significance of the utilization of closed schools in local communities. There is a momentum in
local communities to utilize abandoned schools as "resources," replacing them as "negative assets" that continue to
increase as the birthrate declines and the population ages. We examined the utilization of closed schools in the
shrinking society of the future, using the case of Minami-Shimabara City in Nagasaki Prefecture, and the concrete
possibilities of such efforts. From the research, two important requirements for the utilization of closed schools were
identified. The first is that there is a possibility of a "reinterpreting”" process in the "utilization of closed schools"
initiative that would create a "self-running force" in the community. Secondly, based on Hannah Arendt's concept of the
"common world", it’s clear that there is a "dynamic social process" that attempts to give social meaning to the "static"

state of abandoned schools. We conclude that the complementarity of these two processes is essential for sustainability.

Key Words: closure of school, shrinking population society, social process, sustainability of local communities
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